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Religion and other toxic wastes 
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----ABOUT US----

The Post-Amerikan is a worker
controlled collective that puts out 
this paper. If you'd like to help, 
give us a call and leave your name 
with our wonderful answering machine. 
Then we'll call you back and give 
you the rap about the Post. You start 
work at nothing per hour and stay 
there. Everyone is paid the same. 
Ego gratification and good karma are 
the fringe benefits. 

Decisions are made collectively by 
staff members at our regular meet
ings. All workers have an equal 
voice. The Post has no editor or 
hierarchical structure, so quit call
ing up and asking who's in charge. 
Ain't nobody in charge. 

Anybody who reads this paper can tell 
the type of stuff we print. All 
worthwhile material is welcome. We 
try to choose articles that are timely, 
relevant, informative, and not avail
able in other local media. We will 

•••• 

Alcoholics Anonymous--828-5049 
American Civil. Liberties Union--452-3634 
Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035 
Community for Secial Action--452-4867 
Connection House 829-5711. 

Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4000 
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326 
Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social 

Security Admin. )--829-9436 
Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311 
Gay Action/ Awareness Union--828-6935 
Gay National Educational Switchboard--

800-227-0888 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 452-5852 
HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr. 

citizens)--828-8301 
Ill. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope--828-7346 
Lighthouse--828-1371 
McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363 
McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351 
Men's Rap Group--828-6935 
Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301 

not print anything racist, sexist, or 
ageist. 

Most of our material and inspiration 
for material comes from the community. 
We encourage you, the reader, to be
come more than a reader. We welcome 
all stories and tips for stories, 
which you can mail to our office. The 
deadline for next issue is August 28. 
If you'd like to work on the Post and/ 
or come to meetings, call us at 
828-7232. You can also reach folks at 
828-6885. 
You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50 
copies on which you make only 10¢ a 
copy. Call us at 828-7232. 
Mail, which we more than welcome, 
should be sent to1 the Post-Amerikan 
PO Box 3452, Bloomington IL 61701. 
Be sure you tell us if you don't want 
your letter printed? Otherwise, it's 
likely to end up on our letters page. 

National Health Care Services (abortion assist
ance in Peoria)--691-9073 

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000 
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free) 

Occupational Development Center--828-7324 
PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

827-4005 
Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH) 
Planned Parenthood--827-8025 

Post-Amerikan--8i8-7232 
Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021 
Project OZ--827-0377 
Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621 
Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--

438-7619 
Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428 
Tele Care--828-8301 
Unemployment Compensation/Employment 

Office--827-6237 
United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046. 
Women's Switchboard--800-:927-5404 
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Post Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Eastgate I�A. at parking lot exit 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
The Back Porch, 402! N. Main 
SW corner, Main & Front 
Haag Drugstore, 509 W. Washington 
Blm. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit) 
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market 
Harris Market, 802 N. Morris 
NE corner, Front & Prairie 
Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Bus Depot, 523 N. East 
Wash House, 609 N. Clinton 
The Park Store, Wood & Allin 
Common Ground, 516 N. Main . 
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
Dou�'s Motorcycle, 809 S. Morris 
K-Mart, at parking lot exit 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market 
Pantagraph Building (in front) 
NE corner, Main & Washington 

NORMAL 
Redbird IUA, 301 S. Main 
Mother Murphy's, 111t North St, 
Dairy �ueen, 1110 S, Main 
Eisner's, E. College (near sign) 
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St. 
Bowlinb and Billiards Center, ISU 
Cage, ISU University Union 
Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 north 
Upper Cut, 318 Kingsley 
Old Main Book Store, 207 S. Main 
White Hen Pantry (out front) 
Alamo II (out front) 
SE corner, North & Broadway 
The �alery (out front) 

·OUTTA TOWN 
Galesburg: Under the Sun, 427 E. Main 
Urbana: Horizon Bkstore, 517 S, �oodwin 

828-7232 
Yes, that ' s  still our p hone number. 
If you ' ve been c al l ing us late l y ,  
you know that o u r  answer i ng mach ine 
is broken. Unt i l  we get a new one , 
keep trying to c a l l and you may c atc h 
a human here in the office. If you 
rea l l y  real ly need to talk to a Post 
staffer, you c an p robably reach one at 
828-6885. 

Of volcanos and atom s  
Dear Post, 

A few weeks ago I remember hearing a 
WJBC forum in which the commentator 
expressed gratitude that no one had 
found a hidden meaning in the Mount 
Saint Helens volcano eruption. 
According to news accounts, Mount 
Saint Helens exploded May 18, remov
ing 1,300 feet from the top of the 
mountain and depositing it in a large 
number of states as dust or voxanic 
fallout. 140,000 acres of forests 
were destroyed, along with 26 lakes 
and 154 miles of streams. 27 other 
lakes were damaged. How can anything 
have a "deeper meaning" than a newly 
active volcano? 

Metaphysicians may see this as a 
warning that sacrilege by Union Car
bide Corpora ti on against the "Great 
Spirit" of the Lakota Sioux Nation is 
to be punished. Certain land is held 
sacred by those people, and they con
sider uranium mining a sinful act 
against the "Great Spirit." 

But most of us do not worship the 
"Great Spirit" of the Lakota Sioux. 
So we must look for other hidden 
meanings. Instead we might look at 
the preliminary safety analysis of the 
Trojan Nuclear Power Plant operated 
by Portland General Electric Co. since 
Dec. 23, 1975. In it we might find 
that the eruption of nearby Mount 
Saint Helens is an extremely unlikely 

occurrence, beyond the realm of cred
ible threats to the Trojan Nuclear 
Power Plant. 

· 

Hmmm ... Let's see. Would the earth 
tremors associated with volcanic erup
tion cause any dangerous shaking of 
the nuclear plant? Would any of the 
streams or lakes displacP.d by the 
eruption cause any huge waves of water 
to wash down the Columbia River adja
cent to the Trojan Nuclear Plant? 
Would fine particles of volcanic ash 
affect any of the machinery at the 
Trojan Nuclear Plant? Would it aff
ect the ability of workers to enter 
and depart from the plant? Since we 
have heard no news from the Trojan 

, ( ) ·� I - .... 
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�"'� ��-�· \ J�� 
Nuclear Power Plant, we can assume 
either that all is well there, or 
that someone is covering up a 

dangerous condition. 

Since before 1979 nobody was predict
ing that Mount Saint Helens would 
erupt again, we can ask ourselves 
about the wisdom of making geological 
predictions. How.can anyone know that 
high level nuclear waste will remain 
buried wherever it is buried for a half 
a million years? How can we know 
that it will even stay buried for 
600 years, which is apparently the 
government's target for safe nuclear 
waste containment? 

Will the "state of the art" of geo
logical prediction allow Westing
house engineers to say with cer
tainty that Mount Natib, the extinct 
volcano on Bataan Island in the 
Philippines, will not erupt after 
they build their nuclear plant on 
it? Can they be sure that a volcanic 
eruption will not sDread radioactive 
contamination from that plant as 
Mount St. Helens spread volcanic ash? 

So perhaps the meaning of Mount Saint 
Helens is better found in the 
unanswered question rather than the 
certified "fact." Perhaps we have 
needed a reminder, that despite all 
the assertions of science and money, 
there are still forces far mightier 
than human-controlled forces, and we 
ignore them at our peril .• 

--A reader 
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K·Mart dumps healthy tree s 
As the Post revealed last summer (Vol. 
Vlll #2 June-July), there are many 
good things to be had in local stores' 
dumpsters. We, however, had 
investigated only local grocery store 
dumpsters. Lately we have found out 
that not only grocers, but also other 
local stores' dumpsters may provide 
goodies for the taking.' One which has 
been brought to our attention is the 
K-Mart on the east side of Bloomington. 

According to Greg Burns, he and a 
friend came across several healthy 
evergreens in K-Mart's dumpster. 
While Greg and his friend were 
loading the evergreens into their 
trunk, one of the security guards, 
Juan Hernandez, told Greg that if 
they didn't unload the evergreens and 
leave the premises, he would call the 
police. Greg and his friend finally 
submitted to Juan's order. They left 
the premises without the evergreens. 
But they took with them a disheart
ening attitude towards the unneces
sary waste in K-Mart's dumpster. 

The evergreens which were tossed into 
the dumpster will create unnecessary 
waste in several ways. They were 
going to be tossed into a land fill-
with the other"trash;' even if they 
were healthy enough for someone 
to want to plant. This isn't only 
a waste of the evergreens, but also 
the ingredients that went into 
growing them, the cost of tending and 
cultivating them, and the depletion 
of the soil. 

When Greg contacted an assistant 
store manager to find out why K-Mart 
was allowing this waste, he was told 
it was "a store policy." 

Why couldn't K-Mart at least reduce 
the price of the merchandise before 
tossing it? They would still get a 
profit. Ah, because K-Mart's 
capitalistic compulsion to profit 
stops at nothing. If they reduced the 
prices people would buy the cheaper 
ones, rather than paying inflated 

prices. So K-Mart's store policy is 
to toss good merchandise and not 
allow anyone to take it. K-Mart 
isn't concerned about the waste this 
produces. They'll just increase the 
cost of the evergreens sold in the 
store. 

By the way, don't become discouraged 
from dumpster-hunting because these 
evergreens weren't salvaged. Greg 
and his friend did the right thing 
by leaving after they were warned. 
But if a store does not have a "no 
trespassing" sign posted and you 
are not told to leave the premises, 
you could find dumpster-hunting to be 
very satisfying. Besides, I bet these 
weren't the only evergreens (among 
other things) K-Mart will toss. 
Happy Hunting!• 

--Dolly Dumpster 

--------------------- - ----- - ---------------------------------

Bill of Rights says: 
Move over Baby Jesus 

The local ACLU chapter put up an 
Independence Day display on a strip of 
city land d·uring the week of July 4 
(see photo). 

The display, besides attractively and 
appropriately expressing the American 
Civil Liberties Union's ideals, was put 
up to test whether city officials 
would support a pro-Bill of Rights 
exhibit with as much zeal as they did 
a grotesque Chrisi;ian spread on the 
same land at Christmas-time. 

Glen Ekey, of the Parks and Recreation 
Dept., was friendly to the ACLU 

----------- - - - ------

Take back 
the park 

: � :: o '-A · v r .:_: 1·· '. v e r. � .. :·, '.·' .i J l E r· l· 2 r r: �1 u r i � i r 
tr-:0 la�:�. two wt-�··Y. f:';1d; a:10 L2V>:. �t.-l�r. 
2.ct�· of' t-Jeop1e and car2 �··�ill thi··r·c 
at 11: ODprr.:, cr.t.� tour after tf>·� par¥. 
has, by city ordinance, closea, you 
are not cr27y--thf-:,Y have beer� .. here . 

Accc rd int to a source at tr:e .bloom
in[tor: lark:: and .-:cc, thE. park ;:ta;;c 
open on Y-L'E_h::s wf'.eL there: arc ?pt_::ia2 
cvcnts--plavs. cc�c�rts, stc., u�ti! 
'whf:r,c:vcr e�·cr;;body leaves.·· 

iJhen a:::ked how much ti mc evc·rybc'd:V 
had to �et out of the park after 
an event, ten munutcs, half an hour, 
ar: ho-..;r, she sa�d 'Lobody's told :fa 
(�out) any set ordinance. · 

�o if thert is no set ord i nance , and 
if people watchir:, the pla:v nevccr 
h·ft, a < rou p could conc f: i vat i v kecri 
tl':e park open all r:iiht loni'· · 

lerhaps if a larre enou1h troup of 
people stayed for hours

. 
and hours 

after every play and every concert, 
city hall would realize that some
thinf would have to chan1 e. 'i'he;; 
would probably enact an ordinance 
about how many minutes the oark will 
be open after a special event, but 
until that time, as 1 unde r stand lt, 
the pavillion area of the park is 
ours as lont as we don't leave. 

This town hasn't seen a sit-in for 
quite some time. l think it's about 
time it happened aEain •• 

--Deborah u'Jiatt 

proposal from the beginning, said ACLU 
member Bob Sutherland. Ekey agreed 
that the display was a good idea and 
said that the ACLU's name could appear 
on it. 

But city manager Bill Vail refused to 
allow any indication of ACLU's sponsor
ship of the display. He said he didn't 
want v�2wers thinking the city was 
"advertising any group." 

He didn't explain why it was okay six 
months ago for the city to blatantly-
and expensively--advertise for the 
Christians. Our sources say, though, 
that professed Christians carry a great 

I deal more clout in this area than 

I pro-Bill of Rights folks do. 

I 
I 
I 

The display went up with no sponsors 
named, but the ACLU steering committee 
has decided to continue debating the 
point with city officials. ACLU 
believes that, following a Chicago 
manger-scene precedent, a city 
disclaimer and/or a notice of sponsor
ship not only can, but must, appear on 
such displays, 

Besides, as Sutherland says, t� the 
everyday passerby "an unsigned display 
(on city land) is a city display." 
Thus, many citizens probably mistakenly 
believe that the City of Bloomington 
celebrated the Bill of Rights. They 
did not. 

Neither did the Pantagraph, The p aper, 
which supposedly covers community 
events (especially photogenic ones), 
ran a pre-display story about the 
ACLU's request to use the land (includ
ing a photo of the Xmas manger scene) 
a�d a snooty/humorous editorial, also 
pre-display. 

But the display went up, and an ACLU 
member called the Pantagraph. The 
paper never ran a follow-up story or 
a photo of the scene, preferring tO
ignore the event . Now, considering 
that children under sprinklers rate at 
least one Pantagraph photo per summer, 
and ladies in one-piece bathing suits 
merited a whole spread, the omission 
of a Bill of Rights photo is signifi
cant. 

Sutherland said that the ACLU received 
no negative comments on their scene, 
and encourages other civic groups to 
dress up downtown with displays. 

July 5 tornadoes, which Even the 
devasted 
did only 
Rights. 

much. of dowptown Bloomington,� 
minimal:darnage to the Bill of l 

� 
The Christians are likely to do much 
worse .• 

--Phoebe Caulfield 
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JULY 
4TH 

DEFEND YOUR FREEDOMS 
!cELEBRATE THE 

� �ILL OF RIGHTS 
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��0•• Toxic che micals 
• 

1n your water: 
Your water is so dangerous that it 
should not be u sed even for flu s hing 
yo ur to i l e t. 

It hasn't happened he re ye t ,  but i t  
c o uld--any day. Just as i t  d id i n  
Gray, Maine , where the he a l th officer 
told the town c ounc i l  that water in 
par t of the town was releasing such 
dangerous fumes that it shouldn ' t  
be used for anythi ng. 

There may be a c hemical dump near 
your home that you don't kno;'I about. 
There may be .a dump miles away that's 
leaking toxic c hemicals into your 
water supply. Or maybe somebody look
ing for a qu ick buck w i l l  dump a load 
of toxic chemical wastes on yo ur 
stre e t ,  in the stream behind your 
house , or in the.d i t c h  a block away. 

All of the s e  things have happened, 
not onc e but many t imes. Then comes 
the offic i a l  not ice: there are dan
gero us chemic als in yo ur water. In 

Report waste 
hazards 

Vigilant citizens who are aware of 
improperly stored hazardous wastes can 
now report their suspicions to a 
central location. 

Environmentalists and activists 
working to make private industry more 
responsible to government safety 
requirements have set up toll-free 
numbers that people can call with 
pertinent information. 

In Illinois, the number is (800) 9 72-
3 170. For other midwest states 
(Michigan, Minnesota, Indiana, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin), the r,umber is (800) 
621-3191· The calls are free and 
confidential. 

--Prairie Sun 

"The Poison That Fell From The Sky," by John 
G. Fuller, Random House, 1977, 113 pp. 

This little book tells the story of the worst, most 
visible case of chemical poisoning we've inflicted 
on ourselves so far. 

O ne moment the Ital ian town of Seveso 
was as hea l thy as any suburb of an 
industri a l  c ity l ike Mi lan c an be. 
Peop le ret ired there for the fresh 
air. 

The next moment a factory at the edge of Seveso 
belched a cloud of white crystals that spread 
over the town. Four days later birds started 
falling from the sky, and then rabbits began 
dying, blood oozing from their mouths. After 
two weeks the first people were evacuated perm
anently; their homes will be contaminated in
definitely. 

yo ur a i r. You must not drink the 
water , yo u must l e ave yo u r  home. 

O r  s omething wor s e  may happen. The 
loc a l  health off i c i als ignore 
c ompla ints, refuse to test wa ter that 
smell s  like dry c le an ing f l u id. They 
don ' t  want to offend the maj o r  fac
tory in tow�. So you don ' t  find out 
you ' ve been breathing, dr ink ing c an
c er -producing chemicals for 3 years , 
for 10 years. 

There are probabl y  small amounts of 
known c ancer-causing c hemicals in our 
water. DD'!', PCB , c hloroform. These 
and others are fo und in virtua l ly a l l  
drinking water. They weren't there 
always , and you may not get cancer 
because of them. But someone w i l l. 

PBB 
Yo u have probably heard of some of 
the wor s t  c a se s  of chemic al p o i son
ing: PBB in Michigan, kepone in the 
James River , a lo t of everything in 
the Love Canal at Ni agara F alls, NY. 
W i tho ut even le aving the i r  offices in 
1978, U.S. Environmental Protect ion 
Agency (EPA) officials came up with 
a li s t  of 32,254 s ites where ha:ardo u s  
wastes are buried o r  stored. Of tho se, 
the EPA reckoned that 838 had a good 
chance of posing "significant imminent 
ha:·ard,:;;" to public health. Many of 
the remaining 31,416 will begin leak
ing later, since it's no easier to 
contain ordinary toxic chemicals than 
it is to safely oispose of nuclear 
wastes. 

And if the past is any indication, the 
people near these leaking dumps will 
be breathing, eating, or drinking 
dangerous levels of toxic chemicals 
a good long while before industry, or 
the government, admits it. 

In the case of the PBB contaminated 
dairy feed in Michigan, Edwin Chen in 
PBB:An American Tragedy relates how 
the Farm Bureau and the state agri
culture and health departments consis
tently downplayed the problem, to the 
point of lying on some occasions, 
until virtually every person in Mich
igan wound up with c anc er-p rodu c i ng 
PBBs in the i r  bodie s . 

PBB, a f ire retardant, was shipped out 
in place of magne s i um ox ide, a feed 
addit ive, bec ause of shoddy s to r age, 
p ac k ag ing, and labelling practices at 
Mic higan Chemical Co. Government regu
lators had alre ady c ited the f i rm for 

its dangero us p r a c t i c e s  but had no t 
enforced chanqes. 

The PBB from Mic higan Chemic al was 
mixed with feed by the F a rm Bureau 
and sold to dairy farmers. When milk 
p roduction dropped and when animals 
began developing b i zarre symptoms 
before dying, Farm Bureau offic ials 
sugges ted that affec ted dairy farmers 
were mistreating the i r  c ows. 

Fortunatel y ,  a handful of 
farmers and c ountry ve terinarians pur
sued the p roblem and eventua l l y  found 
researchers ab le to iden tify the 
c ontaminant as PBB. 

In the meantime, c ontaminated cows 
were sold for harnburger--since they 
didn ' t  produce milk anymore-- and 
were even ground up and added to 
other feed. And the F arm Bureau ' s  
PBB- c ontaminated equ ipment churned 
o ut more c ontaminated feed. 

De spite mounting evidence of an extra
ordinar ily dange rous s ituat ion, indus
try and state offic ials ma intai ned 
that noth ing was wrong . The F arm 
Bureau's ch ief vet, J ame s McKe an, 
lied about the deaths of c alves in a 
test of contaminated feed. The 
state ag director, B. Dale Ball, 
proclaimed that the milk was safer 

Cans leak lead 
Two Cal Tech scientists say that 
American consumers should avoid food 
coming out of lead-soldered cans-
cans which happen to be the most 
common type used in North America. 

Researchers Dorothy Settle and Clair 
Patterson report they have discovered 
relatively high levels of lead in the 
contents of canned foods they have 
tested, particularly canned tuna. 

The researchers say they used an 
ultra-clean laboratory, a lab 
originally used to test moon rocks, 
to look for traces of lead in canned 
foods. They say they found that lead
soldered cans are apparently leaking 
high levels of lead into the food 
contents, levels that have previously 
gone unrecognized by the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

They recommend that lead-soldered cans 
should be eliminated immediately, 
"because they constitute a major 
source of lead in foods," 

--Berkeley Barb 

Poison that fell from 
The Icmesa chemical factory was owned by the 
Swiss firm Givaudan which in turn is owned by 
Hoffman-LaRoche, one of the largest drug com
panies in the world. Icmesa was manufacturing 
t r i c hloropheno l (TCP ) for G ivaudan. 

TCP is used to make hexachlorophene, which 
is used in surgical soaps to kill bacteria. Hexa
chlorophene used to be used in everything from 
pHisohex to Dial soap to toothpaste before it was 
restricted in the U. S. in 1972. TCP is also 
used to make the defoliant 2, 4, 5-T which was 
used in Vietnam and caused birth defects, liver 
malfunctions and death. The herbicide is also 
not used in the U.S. anymore. 

Dioxin is a by-product of TCP production, and 
traces of it are always found in hexachlorophene 

· and 2, 4, 5-T. Dioxin also happens to be one of 
the most toxic substances known: a rabbit that 
eats one hundred millionth of a gram 

(. 000000000353 ounces) has only a 50-50 chance 
of living. 

A cloud containing anywhere from apo und·up.to 
260 pounds of dioxin esca_Jed from the Icmesa 
factory when a tank overheated and a valve vented 
into the open air. There was no safety container 
for this valve to vent into, although it was design
ed to vent when the tank overheated to 240 degrees 
C, in spite of the fact that dioxin is always formed 
when TCP is heated over 200 degrees C. 

Although any chemical engineer would have known 
that dioxin had to be formed in the accident, 
Icmesa sent dust samples from the factory to 
Givaudan in Switzerland to find out what chemi
cals were in the cloud. The tests took 2 days. 

In the meantime, factory officials suggested that 
people not eat any fruit or vegetables that had 
been touched by the cloud. More and more 



Is it  only a 

t h an ever while r e f u s ing o f fe r s  o f  
out s ide inves tigators to stqdy the 
PBB c ontaminat ion. The governo r ,  
W i l l iam G .  M i l l iken , i s sued a 
"report" from an a non- e x i s tent task 
force tha t s a id pre s s  c overage o f  
PBBs wa s " f i l led w i t h  rumor , spec
ul ation, h a l f-truths and errors o f  
fac t . "  

In the end , tho u s ands o f  c ows and 
c h i ckens had to be k i l l ed and 
bur ied in speci a l  dump s .  Hundreds o f  
peopl e  s u f fered s e r ious damage to 
their hea l th and mi l l ions wer e  exp o s ed 
to the r i sk o f  c anc e r  or ether 
de l ayed hea l t h  prob l ems. In t h e  end , 
mo thers in the entire s tate o f  
M ic h igan were adv i s ed no t to b r e a s t
f eed their babies bec ause PBB acc u
mu l a ted in e spec i a l l y  dangerous 
amount s  in human mi lk. 

W here ' s  the re s t? 

A l l  of thi s c ame about bec a u s e  10 to 
20 f i f ty-po und bags o f  PBB went to 
the wrong p l ac e. B u t  wha t abo u t  the 
12 mi l l ion pounds that Mic h ig an Chem
ical Co. s hipped to the right p l ace? 

PBB was u s ed in the manu f ac t ure of 
lots of p roduc ts that won ' t  c a tc h 
f ire very e a s i l y  bu t w i l l  wind up 
even t u a l l y  in d ump s . From there i t  
w i l l  l ikely le ach into ground water 
and one day come out of yo ur f a uc e t . 

When yo u know that the number o f  
tox ic c hemica l s  l i s ted b y  t h e  Nat ion
a l  In s t i tu te o f  O c c upat iona l Sa fety 
and He al th grew f rom 80CO in 1971 to 
16,500 in 1975, the f u t ure doesn ' t  
l ook too br igh t .  B e c a u s e  we have 
d one a l mo s t  nothing to p r event the 
d i spersal o f  t hese c hemi c a l s into 
t he envi ronment . 

Mic hael B rown ' s  book , L ay ing Was te: 
the Po i soning o f  Ame r i c a  � Toxic 
�m i c a l s ,  i s  depre s s ing reading . 
He s tarts with the Love Cana l , a 

the sky 
samples from farther and farther away from the 
factory were sent to Switzerland for tests. 

After 6 days, factory officials suggested that 
animals that ate the contaminated grass should 
not be eaten. Rabbits and chickens wi:-re already 
dying horrible deaths, their internal organs 
totally destroyed. 

After 10 days a TV reporter discovered what the 
poison was by calling an outside chemist. The 

chemist who looked up the answers to the report
er's questions said his search was the most 
horrible 10 minutes of his life. 

At.�� Hier wr8'e his book oa tile Seveso 

di---.� wei:-e no officlallf' c� 
llumlii •a&1rs due to t� poiSORing. There were, 
hewever, suspicious deaths that healtb autllerities 

would not release information on, and several 

hundred people had been afflicted with chloracne, 

matte r of time? 
c hemic a l  dump dona ted to Niagara 
F a l l s  by Hooker Chemic a l  ( now 
p a r t  o f  �rm and Hammer's O c c iden tal 
Pe tr o l eum). Chem i c a l s  007ed into 
ne arby ba s ements and fol lowed f i l l ed
in s tre anibeds to spread fume s in homes 
b l oc k s  away. 

The ind us try- government mu t u a l  admir
a t io� soc i e ty ope r a ted h er e ,  too: for 
ye ars homeowner s s u f fered i l l  e f fe c t s  
w h i l e  t h e  he a l th departmen t c l a imed 
a l l  was we l l  and w h i l e  Hooker r e fused 
to c omment. Mayor Michael O ' Laug h l in 
and City Manager Donald O'Har a i gnored 
c ompla ints , un t i l  New York s tate 
f in a l l y  began a hea l th s tudy two year s 
a fter i t  f i r s t  found toxic c hemic a l s  
i n  one basement near the Love Can a l .  

Even � f ter dec iding that the s i tuation 
posed "great and imminen t p e r i l  to the 
h e a l t h  of the gene r a l  pub l ic , "  there 
w a s  no p l an for an evac uation. That 
took more time , and the area evacuated 
had t o  be enl arged l a ter . 

L aying W a s t e  only begins with t h e  Love 
Canalr Brown con tinue s wi th tal e  a fter 
depre s sing tale of po i soned l and and 
p o i soned people. A f ter about 50 
examp l e s ,  mos t  readers wi l l  be r e ady 
to dr ink a c an o f  p a int thinner and 
get i t  over w i th . But B rown won ' t  
l e t  you o f f  s o  e a s i ly. He goe s  on. 

At the very end of h i s  book , B rown 
o f f e r s  a few unders tand ably d i sp i r i t
ed so l u t ions: better d e s igned and 
moni tared l and f i l l s ,  recyc l ing , im-· 
pr ov�d technol ogy. He war i l y  s ugge s t s  

Hot potato 
The u.s, Department of Energy is 
studying the feasibility of getting 
rid of hot nuclear wastes by loading 
the wastes into underwater rockets, 
then shooting the rockets downward 
into the soft mud under the sea. 

According to estimates released by 
the Energy Department, rockets 
carrying nuclear wastes would hit the 
muddy sea-bed at about 120 mph. They 
would then bury themselves 100 to JOO 
feet into the mud, which is described 
as having the consistency of "choco
late pudding," 

The government is spending $5.9 mill
ion this year to study the undersea 
rocket disposal plan, even though 
full tests on the concept are not 
expected until the year 2000. 

a horrible disfiguring skin disease. 

With dioxin still spreading by water and air from 
Seveso, with thousands already exposed, human 
deaths are only a matter of time: dioxin causes 
cancer. 

The Seveso disaster is dramatic because it was 
sudden and severe. It is not unique. The PBB 
poiso!lings. in Michigan and Montana, the kepone 

dumping in Virginia, hexachlorocyclopentadiene 
in Louisville--all of these are dramatic and 
terrible, but it's the little day-to-day poisonings 
that worry me. A little mirex here, some 2, 4, 5 
-T there and a few PCB's somewher.e else. It's 
tae cpHitt. �ary poisonings that will get most 
f!Jf. us. 

• . . "" . 

--Dan �Seure 

that we may have to s top u s ing so damn 
many c hemi c al s ,  so muc h p l a s tic and 
p aint and bug k i l l er. But Brown 
knows that isn ' t  go ing to go over 
we l l  in Jer sey--even a f te r  323 p ages 
o f  horror s tor ies. 

He ' s  r ight,  o f  cour s e. In t he wake 
o f  Love Cana l ,  New York dec ided to 
c heck into o ther dump s and to e s t a
b l i s h  tough new d i sp o s a l  l aws. 
Alre ady o f f ic i a l s  on Long I s l and are 
c omp l a in ing about t he inc reased c o s ts , 
de sp i te the discovery of s uc h  c arci
nogens as vinyl c hlor ide and pe rc hlor-
oethylene in s ome dr inking water 

· 

there . 

Name them 
Maybe i t  i s  better to ignore a hope

l e s s  p roblem. We are produc ing 3 5  
mil l ion tons o f  h a zardous c hemical 
was te s  a year, and we don't h ave any 
more idea o f  what to do w i t h  them 
t h an we do with nuclear was te s .  So 
e at, dr ink, and be mer r y ,  for tomo rrow 

But I'd l ike a l i ttle revenge. I ' d  
l ike to know who a t  Hooker Chemic a l  

f i l led t h e  Love canai. W here he 
l ives now, so I c an send h im s ome h a te 
m a i l .  I'd l i k e  t o  see a f e w  c hemi c a l  
c ompany exe c s  l iving nex t  to a pool 
of bem:ene or dr inking vinyl chloride 
every morning in their c o f f ee. Even 
i f  we c an ' t root them out of our 
m ids t ,  any more than we c an a c anc e r ,  
we s hou ld name tho s e  who p ro f i t  from 
our c o l l ec t ive s hor t- s ig h tedne s s  and 
s tup id i ty and death . e  

- - D. LeSeure 

Batteries in creek 
Three or four golf-cart batteries and 
a few lead-zinc battery plates washed 
into a small creek behind 1801 Indus
trial Park Drive, Normal, earlier this 
summer. John Latting, vice-president 
of both Lawn Groomer and Professional 
T urf Specialties, which own the 
building at 1801, said the batteries 
have been remQ.vtd. Latting ex,pects to 
have a chain I.ink: fence ereoted around 
his property wi.thl.n six m0nth8 lWh,\.e . · .  
will pi"(jvent·�;•• bat1Jeri.IJS 1 .. 
washing int(t th• c:re$k that fe�"!Mo 
Sugar Creek. 41 · · 

--D.L. 
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Better looking lettuce through chemistry 

As a salad lover, I'm pleased by the 
popularity of salad bars in local 
restaurants. Before these salad bars 
sprang up, it seemed like restaurants' 
idea of a vegetable was always that 
miniature dish of tepid, mushy, grey 
green beans. 

Now we're offered perky piles of 
lettuce and bins of firm, colorful 
peppers and tomatoes--in fact, at some 
salad bars, those vegies sit there, 
perky, firm, and colorful, for hours 
on end. 

They keep their fresh appearance 
through Food Technology, 
unfortunately. 

I was disappointed to find that some 
salads have chemical additives applied 
to them. They're sprayed with or 
dipped into products like Veg-O-Fresh, 
which is a' combination of sodium 
bisulfate, sodium bicarbonate, citric 
acid , and ascorbic acid. 

Anyone who remembers cyclamates and 
Red Dye No. 2--food additives once 
considered perfectly safe and 
eventually found to cause cancer and 
mutations--will probably prefer a few 
brown edges on their lettuce to a 
dose of Veg-O-Fresh with every trip 
to the salad bar. 

I looked up the ingredients of Veg-0-
Fresh in some reference books. The 
first, sodium bisulfate, was not 
listed. It's obviously a salt of some 
kind. The others are all Generally 
Recognized as Safe (GRAS) by the FDA. 
This means that they're on a list of 
more than 600 additives that were 
already being used in 1958, when a new 
amendment required manufacturers to 
prove to the FDA the safety of new 
additives before they were allowed to 
put them in food or drink. 
At that time, the FDA just made up a 
list of the 600 tried-and-true 
additives whose safety seemed 
unnecessary to test. Cyclamates, for 
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example, were on the GRAS list. 

So much for that. 

I'm not saying that salad bar freaks 
are going to contract cancer and have 
deformed babies, which would no doubt 
greatly satisfy their red-meat-and
potatoes, don't-give-me-that-rabbit
food counterparts. I-am saying that 
when someone squirts your.lettuce, you 
just don'!� what's going to come 
of it. 

As I said, the GRAS list is 
unreliable. Furthermore. most tests 
only consider each additive's effects 
by itself. The additive co.uld 
possibly get together with some other 
chemical to cause a dangerous 
combination. 

The micro-insult theory of additives 
may also apply. That is, frequent 
small doses of a chemical, each dose 
seemingly safe, may build up a residue 
in a person's tissues over 20 years or 
so--a residue that may have 
unpredicted dangers. These dangers 
may be compounded by the presence of 
other residues • 

Other hidden dangers lurk in Veg-0-
Fresh. By law, packaged foods must 
list all the additives included--but 
restaurant food, of course, doesn't. 
And even if it did, you might not know 
what it all means. For example, 
sodium bicarbonate "may alter the 
urinary excretion of other drugs, thus 
making those drugs either more toxic 
or less effective" (A Consumer's 
Dictionary of Food Additives). The 
dictionary doesn't list what drugs 
these are, but it would be nice to 
know, especially if you're taking 
them. And ascorbic acid--vitamin C-
.LS "lenown to affect the excretion of 
medications such as barbiturates and 
to make them more toxic" (Consumer's 
Dictionary). So going to a salad bar 
on downers may be a mistake. 
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The sodiums can create other problems. 
Many people try to eat low-sodium 
diets, since the average American 
high-sodium'diet increases your 
chances of high blood pressure, heart 
attack, water retention, and--some 
say--baldness. L ittle do these people 
suspect that their carefully unsalted 
salad already carries two sodium 
additives. 

Finally, it just seems sleazy to add 
chemicals that fool people into 
thinking food is fresh when it's not. 

Speaking of sleazy, while talking to 
restaurant workers about this article, 
I heard a terrible rumor (twice) that 
some of those nice chopped boiled eggs 
do not come in nature's original 
perfect packaging. Rumor has it that 
they come in large cans, in foot-long 
tubes of white outside and yellow 
inside, packed in thick green slime . 

I can believe it, And I don't even 
want to think about what's in the 
dressing-:---iiU:t maybe I should .• 

--Phoebe Caulfield 
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Rap e be t we e n  acqua i nta nces 

A fine friend 
you turned out to be 

In the last issue of the Post there 
were pages upon pages of ways to avoid 
and resist attack. Virtually all the 
techniques are basically useless, how
ever, when your attacker is no.t a 
stranger. Think about it. You can't 
poke his eyes out; he's your boyfriend. 
You can't stab him with your letter 
opener; he's your best friend's 
brother. You can't lock him out of 
your house; he's your uncle. So what 
can you do when you know who he is? 

Precious· little, actually. You can, 
of course, still use any of the tech
niques. But you can't. A woman who 
has no qualms about punching out a 
stranger will likely not be able to 
harm her brother-in-law. 

Talking to him is your best--some
times your only--option. It works 
and it doesn't, depending on a lot 
of variables. 

If you know him well, you can draw on 
your history with him. If he is a 
family memher, use family pride and 
as many kinship ties as you can 
stand. ("You won't only be hurting 
me, Phil, but think about what you're 
doing to Mary.") 

If you know him only slightly, talk 
to him as if he were a stranger, 
which he probably is. We all know 
the man at the hardware store or the 

man who fixes our car, but we don't 
know them. 

If he's a neighbor or your spouse's/ 
lover's friend or business associate, 
play on his relationship with your 
lover. 

If he's your lover, dump the turkey. 

The best thing you can do is take 
action before an attack. Teach your 
children well, the song goes. You 
must teach the men in your life well. 
It is a difficult job at best, but it 
does work. It is probably not fair 
to put the burden of educ�ting and 
enlightening men on the already over
burdened shoulders of women, but as 
long as we live in a society that 
tolerates and even condones rape, 
nobody else is going to do it. 

Refuse to l augh at rape jokes. That 
is an easy thing to say, but not an 
easy thing to do. In the first place, 
some rape jokes are really funny. 
And in the second place, people don't 
take it well when you don't laugh at 

Susie's Cafe 

their jokes. And not only don't 
laugh, explain to your men why you 
don't think it's funny. 

Tell them what it's like to be a woman 
in this society. Let them feel the 
anger and frustration of knowing 

that you can't drive a car, ride a 
bicycle, or walk on the street with
out getting hassled. Make them know 
what it's like to open your front door 
and discover that it was already un
locked. Tell them how your stomach 
reacts for days every time the phone 
rings after you have received an 
obscene phone call. 

And read up on statistics, so when 
they try to tell you that you are 
just being paranoid, you can come 
back with: Is it paranoid to know 
that 1 out of every 4 women will be 
raped at some point during her life? 
Is it paranoid to know that 50% of all 
rapes happen between people who are 
at least acquainted? That a reported 
rape happens every seven minutes? 
That only one rape in 20 is even 
reported? That every 21 seconds a 
woman is being raped somewhere in 
the good old USA? 

Once you have sufficiently enlight
ened your men, you can hope they will 
go out an enlighten other men. And 
when enough men are nearly as dis
gusted by the tho�ght of rape as 
women are, rape will cease to be 
the glorified action it is today. 
And nary a one of us will live to 
see that happen. But it's still our 
best shot. 

K�owing why men :ape women they know 
might help �xplain

.
why it happens. 

If the man is a slight acquaintance 
he may just think it easier to rape

' 

some�ne he knows. While you wouldn't 
let Just any strange man into your 
home, you will allow a man you know 
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in. He knows that. So access to a 
victim is made easier. He probably 
also knows that a conviction is much 
more difficult to come by if he can 
say you let him in voluntarily and 
that you and he had been more than 
friends for some time, but your 
lover/husband/roommate/parent got 
home at the wrong time. 

If the man is a neighbor, he could be 
angry at you in particular or at the 
world in general. He could have had 
a fight with his wife, a disagreement 
with his boss, or an argument with his· 
best friend. He could just be fed up 
with his life in general. He can't 
beat his wife, punch out his boss, or 
kill his best friend. He can do 
little about his life situation. So 
he does the next best thing. He 
hurts someone he knows he can hurt-- I 
a woman. �e picks you because you !I.: are accessible; you are there. � 

If the man is a friend of your lover's, 
he could be getting back at your 
lover. He can't beat up Jim. if he's 
angry, but he sure as hell can 
hurt Jim's property--namely you. 

If he's your boyfriend and you 
haven't been to bed with him, he 
might figure you owe him. If he

.
's 

taken you out and spent time and 
mqney on you and you haven't put out 
yet, he probably thinks he deserves 
a �i ttle action. E;very�:me .knows the 
price for a good titne':i:s- a-good ·1ay. 
And he .cwid,.1 .. mo<ii; likely not consider 
it rape. And he'll call you next week 
to s�e when you want to go out again. 
He will be very surprised and quite 
hurt when you refuse. He will be 
dumbfounded when you tell him you 
don't date rapists. 

If he is your husband or your lover, 
dump the turkey. A man has the 
legal right to exact connubial 
duties from you (that means screw
ing). And if you refuse, he has the 
right to take them (you). 

., 

t ., 

So that is why they do what they 
do, and armed with that knowledge 
and a few stats, go out there and 
educate. And when your men back
slide, when your uncle grabs a quick 
feel or your boss tells a rape joke 
or your boyfriend tries to pressure 
you into having sex when you don't 
want to or your brother-in-law wonders 
aloud what the latest rape victim he 
read about in the Pantagraph did to 
deserve it, hammer him into the 
ground. Do it gently or not so 
gently, but hammer him. Let him 
know that he is not behaving pro
perly, and if he wants to continue 
any kind of relationship with you 
he had better clean up his act. 

And maybe, just maybe, we can make 
a difference.·. 

--D!fbora11 Wiatt P lenty of free pa r k i n g  a t  Mu lbe r ry & Ma i n  
-��-·' ::--:;'...,.-;."J.. -�r-JN' .W&-W-- :au.tr..,. '" , ,...,,.,-.,.1!".'M ___________ __, 



Bible thumpers for Reagan 
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Gimme that old time 
Republicanism 

The fundamentalist mafia has thrown 
its support--to the tune of several 
million dollars--behind Ronald Reagan, 
despite the fact that Reagan's 
official religion is a far distance 
from the "fundamental" brand of 
"evangelicalism" that th�se supporters 
swear by. 

It's clear that conservative politics, 
not religion, has made Reagan the 
darling of the Bible-beaters. 

The religious support for Reagan has 
come primarily through two organiza
tions: Moral Majority (MM) and 
Christian Voice (C''). These groups 
have raised more than $3 million 
through direct mail to church members 
around the country to spend in 
political campaigns to elect Reagan 
and �ongressional candidates 
sympathetic to conservative causes. 

"Reagan is our man, that's for sure," 
says Robert Billings, executive 
director of MM. "He's the only Bible
believing evangelical running for the 
office." 

Law & Order (1953) 

CV, according to its spokesperson Gary 
Jarmin, has raised several million 
dollars to buy air cime on all-· 
religious tv and radio stations and 
full-page newspaper ads to plug the 
Reagan candidacy. Jarmin says Reagan 
is "the only viable candidate who has 
a true faith in Jesus with moral 
convictions to match." 

But according to his official 
biography, Ronald Reagan is a 
Presbyterian. The J-.eagans attend the 
Bel Air Presbyteriar. Church near their 
Pacific Palisades Ch home, a member of 
the church told the Detroit Free 
Press. 

Now, in case you forgot, Presbyterians 
can hardly be described as 
"evangelical," at least not in the 
pulpit-pounding style of Biblical 
literalists like the Rev. Jerry 
Falwell, star of "The Old-Time Gospel 
Hour" and founder of Moral Majority 
(see accompanying story on Falwell). 

Both Jimmy Carter, a born-again 
Baptist Sunday school teacher, an� 
John Anderson, a life member of First 
Evangelical Free Church of Rockford 
IL would seem more suitable to Falwell 
and the MM-CV crowd. Anderson even 
sponsored a constitutional amendment 
in the 1960s that would have declared 
Jesus Christ the guardian of the 
nation. 

But John Anderson apparently still 
believes in the separation of church 
and state and says that he considers 
religion "an intensely personal 
matter." President Carter seems 
similarly disinclined tQ mix religion 
with politics. And that won't do for 
the Christian-Majority-Moral-Voice 
people. 

MM's Billings says: "Carter has not 
always been up front with us • • • .  
You'd think a man of his background 
would have appointed people to 
positions at least theologically akin 
to him, which he did not. It would 
seem he would get somebody of our camp 
to at least influence him." 

Clearly what Falwell and the boys from 
Moral-Voice-Christian-Majority want is 
political clout. And they hope to get 
it through Ronald Reagan. 

A group called the Christian Book and 
Literature Institute has published a 
revealing interview with Reagan. The 
answers he gave to interviewer John 
Bass show why the ex-actor and former 
Gov. of California is such a hit with 
the CV-MM set. 

Bass: Gov. Reagan, do you feel there 
is a need for spiritual renewal in 
America? 

Reagan: Yes. The time has come to 
turn to God and reassert our trust in 
Him for the healing of America. . 

B.: What are your views on Christian 
education, prayer in the public 
schools, abortion, and homosexuality? 

R.: I thoroughly support Christian 
(non-public) schools and voluntary .c·JA. prayer in public schools. As for Jj abortion, I believe that interrupting 

.A a pregnancy is taking a human life. 
That can only be justified on the 
basis of self-defense. I do not 
believe society should recognize or 
accept homosexuality as a so-called 
alternative life style. 

B.: Do you think the Bible is of 
divine origin? 

R.: I've never had any doubt about 
it. 

Reagan's answers ma�ch perfectly with 
the platform of the Vocal-Moral� 
Christian-Majority. 

Yet the relationship between Reagan 
and his evangelical supporters still 
seems one-sided. Falwell and Co. have 
nominated Reagan as the man .to "lead 
this nation back to God," but Reagan 
hasn't publicly accepted the mission. 

Falwell has been holding "I I,ove 
America" rallies in various state 
capitals around the country. In 
Indianapolis he proudly brought Nancy 
Reagan to the podium. But Mrs. 
Reagan later told a reporter that she 
had never met Falwell until that day 
and that her appearance at the rally 
had nothing to do with her husband's 
campaign. 

An Indianapolis United Methodist 
minister who attended the rally "out 
of curiosity" observed the contrived 
connection between Reagan and the 
Majority-Voices-of-Christian-Morality. 
The fundamentalists identify with 
Reagan's political views, he noted, 
"but have little idea of what his real 
religious sensibilities might be, so 
they have to baptize the guy with 
Christian sanctity in order to sell 
him to their people." 

Other members of the religious 
community are also uneasy with the way 
the Falwellites are promoting Reagan 
as their champion. A prominent bishop 
of a mainline U.S. Protestant church 
recently asked, "Where is 'back to 
God' and who wants to go there? I 
think these fellows like Falwell are 
using a Christian facade to veil some 
scary political means and ends. I 
think their support of Reagan is 
beside the point." 

Could be. But don't be surprised if 
Jerry Falwell becomes Secretary of the 
Treasury, come November.• 

--Ferdydurke 

Sources: Detroit Free Press, July 6, 
1980; Time, Oct. 1 � 7
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Vote for God 
"Cliiris1ian Am0ricans hop0d 1lia! Jimmy CartPr 

would back mov0s to cut c;ovPrnmpnt-paid 

abortions, hPlp push for pra_1·pr in pu blic schools 

and stronglv d0ny th0 phom· claims of r>qual 

rights for militant homos0xuals. 

"Inst0ad of actions, Mr. Cart0r has givPn us soft

spok0n words about his pnrsonal b0l i pfs and 

backn<l away from PVPry opportunit.1· to truly stand 

up for thPS" bP!iPfs in thP political arnna. 

''Mr. Cart0r is afraid of off,.,ndin'.:: Gloria Sti"n"m 
� icJ , thP National Organizati on for WomPn and 

th" "'qual Rights AmPndmPnt crowd but not afraid 

of turnin"; his back on God! 

"This is PXactlv what has brought America to the 

crisis point we are in today. 

·"You and I have absolutely no choice! W0 must 
testify our Christian principles at the el ection 
booth. We must turn out thP faint of heart, WPak of 

of faith, and elect true Christi an leadprs in 
America • . .  

"My lPtter is your call to action. Your destiny 

as a Christian and an American calls you to join 
with me in this grPat Crusade to Save America, 
Bring God back to American lPadPrship and elect 
Ronald RPagan President of thP UnitPd StatPs • • •  

"Pray for succPss in our pfforts to PlPct Ronald 

Reagan and othPrs like him who can bring our 

country out of this godless age of massive 
abortions, homosPxuality, and rampant national 
crime." 

--RPv. Richard Zone, vicechair of Christians for 
RPagan, in a fundraising letter that is self-dps
cribed as a "project of Christian VoicP Moral 
Government Fund," in Pasadena, California. 



Jerry Falwell, Inc. 
Jerry Fa l we l l  may b e  t h e  mo s t  dange r 
ous corporation in Amerika , More 

po we rful than Exxon ,  mo re po i s o nous 
than H o o k e r  Chemi cal . 

Falwe l l  s tarted preaching 24 years 
ago in a conve rted po p-bo ttl i ng fa c 
tory i n  Lynchburg ,  VA . His congrega
tion had 35 members . Today , Falwell ' s  
church , the Thomas Road Bap t i s t  
Church , seats 4 , 000 and i s  f i l l e d  t o  
capacity four times eve ry Sunday . 

But Falwell ' s  audi e n c e  extends far 
beyond Lynchburg. He i s  the dire ctor 
of a religious empire that e mploys 
1 , 200 people and has an annual budget 
of over $60 mill ion , The mainstay of 
the organization i s  the "Old-Time 
Gospel Hour , " a program seen on J24 
television stations in the U .S . , Can
ada , and the Caribbean . 

The Falwell conglomerate also include s 
Liberty Bapti st College , Lynchburg 
Chri stian Academy , a summer camp , a 
Bible club , a "youth mini stry , "  a 
"bus mini stry , " a "media mini stry , " 

and a mis�ionary singing group that 
has·  trave;ted in Australia , Korea , and 
Japan . H� s latest enterprise  i s  Moral 
Majority,; Inc. , a politi cal pre ssure 
group tha� uses the Falwell religious 
outlets f,or its power base. 

Falwe ll �ixe s re ligion and polit i c s  
with . a  blatant fervor ( see ac company
ing artible on Ronald Reagan ) . Two 
years ago he told Esquire magazine , 
"my hig}).e st calling is spiritual , and 
if I'm too political it wi ll dilute 
my effe ctivenes s." Today he readily 
acknowl'edges  the merger of church and 
state : "The moral issue s have be 
come political i ssue s. " 

The Falwell approach to religious 
politi cs  i s  attractively simple . It 
offers a s impl e-minded solution for 
the country ' s  difficult e conomic and 
social problems : "We are having an 
e conomi c and military cri sis be cause 
God is chastising us . "  

Quotations 

Us ing the Bible to suppo r t  far-right 
po li t i cal caus e s , Falwe ll ' s  prime tar 
g e t s  are ab orti o n ,  po rno graphy , and 
gay r igh t s . He also in terpre ts the 
scriptur es to stand against feminism, 

we lfare pro grams , to le rance o f  Co mmu 
ni s t  expans i o n , and SALT I I . 

Falwe l l ' s  prime - t i me tv spe cia l ,  "Am
e ri ca ,  You ' re Too Yo ung To Di e , " whi ch 
a i r e d  in e arly June , exhib i t e d  the 
typi cal mix o f  easy patri o ti sm and 
re l i gi o u s  s c are - ta c t i c s  that mark the 
Falwe ll s tyle . The pro gram ' s  d o o ms 
day me s sage ( " we have l e s s  than 1000 
days as a free na ti on " )  alte rnated 
unblinkingly with the sunshine musi c  
of the " I  Love America Singers" ( JJ 
sparkling clean students from Liberty 
Baptist College , who sing about this 
" sweet land of liberty" with unques
tioning sincerity ) .  

Appearing on the steps of the Capitol 
with Falwell and the Ken-and-Barbi e  
choi r were thre e U . S .  Senators ( He lms , 
Laxalt , Byrd ) , one Representative 
( Dornan ) , and what looked like 500 
Amerikan flags. 

All the whi le , the voi ce of doom 
repeated its message : Amerika i s  in 
a moral cri si s ,  a family cri si s ,  a 
leadership crisis , a will crisis . 
And : "If America i s  in trouble ,  it's 
be cause we've disregarded God's 
absolute moral standards . "  And: 
"America i s  in trouble and will not 
survive the next three to five years 
without a spiritual re -awakening." 

What's so offensive about all thi s  
pointing of the finger a t  Amerika's 
supposed sins , is that there's never 
a sugge stion that Falwe ll or his 
followers have ever had anything to 
do with the "trouble." All these  
we ll -dres sed,  we ll-scrubbed ,  well-fed 
people , smug and se lf-righteous in 
their innocence --and no mention of the 
poor , no reference to the ne edy or the 
oppre ssed , no identification with 
the downtrodden , no recognition of in
justice or inequity. 
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from Chairman. Jerry 
On Communi sts : "We should return to 
the McCarthy era ,  where we register 
all Co�munists .... we should stamp it 
on thei � foreheads and send them back 
to Russia. "  

On we lfare : " I n  Cali fornia , there i s  
a moral revolution go ing o n . They 
r e duc e d  property tax e s , and I sugg e s t  
they s tart by imme dia t e ly cutt ing the 
we lfare rolls . "  

On Christians who don ' t  vo te : " I f  
there i s  one pe r s on i n  thi s room 
no t register e d ,  repent of i t .  I t ' s  
a s i n . G e t  [your congrega t i o n] save d ,  
bapti z e d ,  and regi s t e r e d . " 

On the Pri nce o f  Pea c e : "Je sus was no t 
a pacifi st. He was no t a sissy . " 

On his se curity guards : " I 've always 
fe lt God watches over me , but I worry 
about the kids." 

On talking to God : Do you talk to 
God? "wily . " Doe s he talk to you? 
"Daily . "  Can you hear him? "Daily . '  
His voice? "No . But I know that 
right now He i s  here with me. "  

?n R:v. Moon : "Reverend Sun Myung Moon 
i s  like the plague ; he exploits boys 
and girl s , and h e  should be exported . 
People like Moon and th e healer type s ,  
the �lmer Gantry type s ,  are re ligious 
phon:l e s  who are raping Ameri ca." 

On religious education : "We take our 
s tudents from kindergarten through 
college , so we can shape them . We 
find that when they grow up that way , 
they don't revolt. We treat them a 
lot like privates in boot camp. We 

teach them di s c ipline and submission 
to authority." 

On we lfare re cipients : "That crowd 
ought to be left to starve until 
they de cide a job is a good deal. " 

On feminists : "The washed-up losers 
of the world . . . •  " 

Whate ver ' s  wrong , blame it all on 
abortion,  pornography , homosexuality ; 
Get rid of baby-murder ,  porno , and · 
the homos , and God will improve the 
e conomy and make the United State s 
No . 1 nation in the world again . 

Jawohl ,  mein Fuhrer . Hei l  Falwell ! • 

- - Ferdyqurke 

S?urces =· Esquire , Oct .- 10 , 19.
78 : 

Time , Oct . 1 ,  1979 ; Life , Ju�e 
1980 ; arid 60 excruciating minutes 
watching "America,  You're Too Young 
To Die . "  

· 

- -�oral Majority wi ll spend $5 million 
�his  �ear

.
to fight ERA and other leg

is lat�on it considers "amoral." 

�-Falwell'3 tv expense last year was 
$ 10 million , or $5, 000 per minute of 
air time. 

�-Names of more than 2 million famil
i e s  who have contributed to Falwell 
causes are kept in a compute r bank. 

--The faculty of Lynchburg Christian 
�cademy i s  all white ; only 5 out of 
its 1 , 147 pupils are black . 

--Moral M�jority claims a membership 
of J00 , 000 , including 70 , 000 pastors . 

--Twelve o� Alaska : s 19 delegate s to 
the Republican National Convention 
be long to Moral Majority . 

More 

d isturbing 

tacts 

about 

Fa lwell 
- - The " I  Love Ame r i ca Singers " ( o f 
Li b e rty Bap t i s t  College ) pe rfo rm e d  
a t  t h e  Republi can Conve nt i o n . 

- - I n  1 971 the Se curi t i e s  and Exchange 
Co mmi s s i o n  charge d the Thomas Roa d  
Bapt i s t  Chruch wi th " fraud and d e c e i t "  
i n  i t s se lling o f  $6 . 6  million in 
bonds . A f e de ra l  j udge gave the 
church 5 years to pay o ff the bonds 
in full , which i t  did--congregation 
members mortgaged their home s to pay 
the debts , including Falwe ll ' s. 

--Falwell now draws a salary of $42 , 
500 a year , plus expens e s . His 
colonial mansion , supposedly a 
gift �rom a fan , includes a squad of 
se curity guards and an ele ctrified 
wall. 
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God withou t  a money · bac k  gu aran tee 
"No othe r  f r i end around l ike Jesus , 
s a t i s f ac t ion guaranteed , "  goe s the . 
re f r a in f r om a pop gospel ::;ong . I t ' s  
the mu s i c al c ounterpoint to Pat 
Rober t s on ' s  "Kingdom Pr inc ip l e s . "  

Pat . Robe r t s on, o f  cour s e ,  i s  ho s t  o f  
The 700 Club , a l eader o f  the recent 
b inge of right-wing p r aying in W a s h
ington D . C . , and a no t- too- coy 
would-be po l i t ic i an .  

The Kingdom Pr inc ip l e s  are a me thod 
of fund- r a i s ing th a t  prom i s e  the 

Chr i s t i an g iver a greater return from 
God .  "You c an ' t out- g i ve God , "  
Robe r ts on enthuse s .  " God ' s  pr inc ip l e s  
c annot f a i l . "  T h e  mo re you need t h e  
money y o u  g i ve t o  t h e  700 Club- - for 
rent, for medic ine , for food- - the more 
c e r ta in is God ' s r e turn g i f t .  

Rober t son i s  fond o f  te l l ing s to r i e s  
l ike t h e  one about the woman w h o  s en t  
in t h e  money s he needed for c ancer 
medic ine . Three days l a ter , goe s the 
tale , s he received a c heck f o r  three 
g r and . The me s s age is that the reward 
i s cer tain . 

One o f  tho s e  mos t  cer tainly r ewarded 
by the Kingdom Pr inc ip l e s  is P a t  
Rober t son ' s  own Chr i s tian Bro ad
c a s ting Network , whic h j us t  bui l t  a 
$ 20 mi l l ion HQ (not c ounting furn i s h 
ing s )  in Virgin i a  B e ac h .  T h e  ant ique 

wood floors and the fanc ie s t  TV equip
ment ava i l able were p a id for out o f  
t h e  $1 m i l l ion-p lus a week t h a t  the 
Kingdom Pr inc ip l e s  b ring in to CBN . 

The HQ mu s t  be a p l e a s an t  p l ac e  
t o  w a i t  f o r  Jesus ' return , wha t with 
t he p ine tree s and the l and s c ap ing , 
even i f  He i s  s l ightly del ayed . I n  
f ac t ,  the permanence o f  t h e  l a v i s h  
marb le- and-brick HQ seems t o  run coun
ter to the o f f ic ia l  CBN l ine that the 
End T ime s are qu i te near . But that ' s  
only one o f  the c ontradic t ions in 
P a t  Rober tson ' s  wor l d .  

Just a s lav e 

Robe r t son s ays that when he was born 
again he g a ve al l his wor ldly po s se s 
s ions t o  the poor , and t h a t  s ince then 
h e ' s  g iven h i s  who l e  inc ome to CBN . 
Ye t de sp i te occ a s ional f a s ts and 
wre s t l ings w i t h  God , Rober tson h a s  
been ea t ing , h e  h a s  sent 4 c h i ldren 
to c o l l ege , he has bought a house 
nearly a s  l a v i s h  a s  h i s  o f f ic e s ,  and 
he h a s  bought an expen s i ve Tr akhner 
s ta l l i on , wh ic h a l s o  e a t s  regu l a r l y  
and probab l y  never wre s t l e s  w i t h  God . 

"Ac tua l l y , " Robe r t s on says , " I ' m  j us t  
a ser vant o f  Je sus Chr i s t .  A s l ave , 
ac tua l ly . "  

Jesus ' s l ave heads a ne twork that 
puts its shows out o ver 1 5 0  TV s ta
tions and 3000 c ab l e  sys tems . He ' s  
j us t  now sp inning o f f  the comme r 
c i a l  Cont inen t a l  Broadc a s ting Net
work , cons i s ting of 4 TV s ta t ions 
which w i l l  s e l l  Charmin a long with 
Chr i s t i an s o ap ope r a s .  

I n  re turn f o r  the ir regua l r  c on tr ibu
t ions , 700 Club members rec e i ve what 
CBN exec s p r ivately c a l l  the "p re tty
pretti e s " :  a 700 c lub p i n ,  a bumper 
s t icke r ,  the mon thly maga zine F l ame , 
Rober tson ' s  own spec i a l  repor t " Per
spec t i ve , " a p l as tic member s h ip c ard , 
and the s o l ac e  o f  watching the TV 
s how . Anything God k icks in does n ' t  
go on the CBN books .  

Robertson, l ike many another B i l ly 
G r a ham , doesn ' t  l ike to talk abou.t 
the book s . Money i s  something you 
a sk for , not s ome thing you a c c oun t 
for . 

Poli t ics for J esus 

But Robe r t s on doe s  have a f avo r i te 
sub j ec t .  Po l i t ic s .  He l ikes to t a l k  
about what ' s  wrong with Ame r i c a  and 
how to f i x  i t .  For t he p a s t  coup le 
o f  years the p i tc he s  for money have 
been f o l l owed l e s s  and l e s s  by s ing
er s who found God in a c an o f  V0- 5 
and more and more by s er ious d i s c us s ions 
of mor a l  dec ay . 

. Ac c ording to Robe r t s o n ,  Ame r ic a i s  
under a t tack b y  gays , abortion i s t s , 
l iber a l  po l i t i c i ans , Supreme Court 
j us t ic e s , and upp i ty women , a s  we l l  
a s  by Commun i s t s  the wor l d  over . The 
c ause o f  the s e  a t t acks is a phi lo
s op ic a l  di s e a s e  c a l led s ecul ar human
i sm-- the no t ion that God doesn't 
e x i s t  and th a t  peop l e  mus t mudd le 
through for thems e l ve s . The pr ime 
spreader o f  t h i s  d i s e a s e  i s , o f  
c our s e ,  the l ibe r a l  med i a ,  the TV 
n e twork s and the b ig newspaper s  
and maga � ines. 

Robe r t son ' s  cure is s imp l e : "turn over 
one ' s  l i fe to Jesus , " "have no mind 
of your own . " God w i l l  heal the 
c r ack in the L iber ty Be l l  i f  only 
conser v a t ive Chr i s tians take over 
the government of the United S ta te s . 

"Would you use CBN to run for pol i ti
c a l  o f f ice "? "  an inter viewer a sked 
Rober tson . 

"Let ' s  put i t  th i s  way , " the ex-Mar ine 
c ap tain s a id .  "In the e vent o f  a 
ma j o r  breakdown , the coun try migh t 
turn to us . "  

"But you regard such a breakdown a s  
c e r t a in . " 

"We l l , " Robertson s a id ,  " everything 
i s  g o ing to be s h ak en . " • 

- - D . LeSeur e ,  · wi th thanx to Dick 
D abney and Harper ' s  
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Registration and the draft-
July 2 1  marked the f i rs t day for 
Draf t  Registration for 19 and 20 -
y e ar - o ld male s . 

Legally , all young men who wi ll be 1 9  
during 1 980 are required to regi s t e r  
during t h e  we e k  o f  July 21 , a n d  a l l  
who a r e  o r  will b e  20 a r e  to regi s ter 
during the wee k  of July 28 . 

What do e s  thi s  mean , and what are 
the o p t io ns wi thin thi s s ys t e m ?  

The Carter Admini s tra tion h a s  care 
ful ly tri e d  to s e parate regi s tration 
from the draft , claiming that 
regi s tration do e s  no t ne c e s sarily 
mean there wi ll be a draf t . 

If that i s  true , i t  wi l l  be a first 
in Ame ri can h i s tory . For the re has 
never been regi s tra tion wi thout the 
draft , and never a draft wi thou t  a 
war . 

The Admini s trat i o n  could be c o n
si dering o th e r  mili tary o p ti o ns . 

In te rms o f  war ,  th e mo s t  likely 
option i s  no t a c onfli c t  wi th th e 
Rus s i ans , but o ne in the Pe rsian 
Gulf o r  mo re probably in trouble d 
Central Ameri ca . 

The N i cauraguan people ' s  liberation 
thi s pa s t  year ha s fri ghtened many 
large U . S .  corporations . Jus t  as 
the U . S .  long suppo r t e d  the 
Ni cauraguan di c ta torship o f  G e ne ral 
Somo za , so now they are suppo rting 
di c tators in Guatemala and El 
Salva do r ,  two t rouble s po ts . 

In bo th countri e s  the p e o ple are 
s t ruggl ing t o  overthrow the di c tator . 
And in bo th nat i o ns , large U . S .  
energy and agri business compani e s  
have large holdings , th e i r  intere s t  
compounde d by the re cent d i s c o ve ry 
o f  o i l  in Guatemala . 

I n  1 954 , the U . S .  Government sent 
Mari ne s into Guatemala to o v e r throw 
a demo crati c government . To day , U . S .  
advi s o rs have been repo r t e d  in the 
mountains , wh ere numerous I ndians 
hav e  been mas s ac r ed . In the c i ti e s , 
labo r ,  church and o ppo s i t i o n  leaders 
live i n  e x treme dange r .  W e e kly 
right -wing de a th squads ( t i e d  to the 
governme nt ) publi sh l i s t s of who wi ll 
be assassina t e d  that we e k . 

A l though ant i -Sovi e t  pro paganda i s  
running h igh i n  th i s  c o untry , th e 
probabi l i ty of a war wi th Hus s i a  
i s  sma l l . Thus the draft i s  
attra c tive , for i t  can be u s e d  to 
ho o k  yo ung men into fighting an 
unpo pular , V i e tnam-like war in a 
small country . 

The re are o th e r  po s s i bi li t i e s . 
A l though the Re publi cans have 
po li ti cally d i s avowed the draft ,  
Re agan ' s  fore i gn po li cy a dvi s o rs are 
seri ously planning on a ring of U . S .  
bas e s  around I s ra e l , a c e rtain 
i nvi tation t o  a M i d d l e  Ea s t e rn 
confli c t . 

Car t e r  and company could b e  consider
ing " compulsory nati onal s e rv i c e , "  
a 2 -year , no t ne c e s sari ly mi li tary , 
cons cripti o n . Ano the r  o p t i o n  wo uld 
be gi ving r e gi s trants s i x  we e k s  1o f 
mi li tary training , o r  bas i c  bo o t  
camp . The bene f i t  wo uld be psycho 
logi cal , as thi s  wo uld try to implant 
a mi l i tari s t i c  a t t i tude i n  the 
nati on and a s e ns e of " de vo t i o n  to 
du ty . " 

C u r r e n t  r eg i s t r at i o n 

You basi cally have two options wi th 
current regi s tra ti o n . Ei ther you 
regi s t er or you don ' t .  

I f  you regi s t e r , you ' ll fill out a 
little card wi th your name , addr e s s  
and so cial s e curi ty number . La t e r  
you wi l l  r e c e i ve c o nf i rma t i o n  o f  th i s  
i n  the mai l .  The po s tmas t e r  will 

s top and think 
c h e ck your I D  for the a c cura cy o f  
the inf o rmati o n ,  and the re i s  a 
che c k - o ff box i f  you are intere s t e d  
in mi l i tary re crui tment ( avo i d  that 
o ne ) . I f  there i s  a draft , your name 
wi l l  b e  i mme diately ava i labl e . 

Ano the r o ption i s  to regi s t e r ,  and t o  
wri te o n  t h e  card " I  a m  a cons c i e n 
tious o b j e c tor t o  a l l  war " o r  " I  
pro t e s t  the draft " o r  whatev e r  you 
like . 

Wri t ing that you are a cons c i entious 
o b j e ctor d o e s  no t make you o ne . I f  
there i s  a draft ,  you would s ti ll 
have to do cument that b e li e f , but 
wri ting it o n  the reg i s tra tion card 
now is an added pro o f , whi ch could 
be h�lpful later . 

Non-regi s tra tion runs a legal r i s k , 
bu t aga i n ,  i t  i s  no t ne c e s sari ly as 
bad as it s o unds . 

Legally , the maximum fine for non
re g i s t ra t i o n  is a $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  fine and 
5 years in j ai l . V e ry f e w  p e o pl e  
have e v e r  b e e n  hi t wi th the full 
fine . 

During V i e tnam , o u t  of the 26 . 8  
mi llion e l i gible , nearly 57 0 , 0 0 0  
we r e  draft o f fenders . Of these ; 
J60 , 0 0 0  we re ne ver found , but 
2 0 9 , 0 00 were . 

Of tho se 2 0 9 , 00 0 ,  o nly 8 7 5 0  we re 
convi c t e d ,  wi th about 4 0 0 0  
ac tually s erving time . S o  l e s s  
than 1% a c tually saw pri s on f o r  
the i r  no n-regi s t ra tion . 

The gove rnment can use s o c i a l  
se curi ty and income tax f o rms t o  
tra c k  p e o p l e  down . Thi s i s  time 
consuming and expensive . 

I n  the pas t ,  i f  you di d no t regi s te r  
and i t  was kno wn , y o u  w e r e  vi s i t e d  
b y  two F B I  agents , who would t e l l  
you i t ' s  a "naughty no -no " f o r  no t 
regi s tering and t e l l i ng you to do 
i t  imme diately . 
Whe th e r  the gove rnment wi l l  take the 
time and e xpense to tra c k  non-
regi s tran ts down is a go o d  que s t ion . 
The answe r wi l l  probably depend upon 
how many young men a ctually volun
tari ly regi s t e r  during the s e  two 
we eks . I f  the y have eno ugh , they 
might no t bo the r .  

A fina l , mo s t  r i s ky o p t i o n ,  i s  publi c 
r e s i s tance . Th i s  might i nvo lve 
wri ti ng a l e t t e r  to the draft board 
o r  the l o ca l  me dia and saying that 
you re fuse to reg i s te r . 

Thi s  i s  mo s t  ri s ky , be cause i f  the 

government do e s  de c ide to crack down 
and make examp l e s  o f  some indivi duals , 
the mo s t  vo cal draft re s i s te rs will 
suffer first . 

W h e n t her e i s  a dra f t  

I n  a n  a c tual draft , you will have a 
fe w more o ptions . The s e  may vary , 
but some are probably c ertain .  

The re wi l l  no t be a s tudent defer- · 
ment ; there i s  a po s s i b i l i ty o f  a 
de ferment i f  you are th e sole means 
of suppor t  for someone , but that will 
be diffi cult .  

Be ing a cons c i entious o b je c to r ,  o r  
s omeone who i s  oppo se d  to a l l  war , 
i s  ano the r  po s s i b i l i ty ,  but i t  i sn ' t  
easy . You have to do cument your 
be li e f s , no t just by wri tten word , 
bu t a lso by a c t i o ns , plus le tters o f  
referral . Thi s do e s  no t reli eve 
you of se rving some time , though i t  
may b e  i n  alternative o r  non-com
batant s e rvi c e . Being a C . O .  take s 
time so i f  you are cons i de ring i t ,  
you be tter s tart pre pari ng your 
papers no w .  Whe n  a draft s tarts , 
you may have o nly 1 0  to 1 5  days to 
pre sent your e vi dence . 

Ano the r  o ption i s  be ing "morally 
unf i t  to k i ll . " I f  you ' ve been 
convi c t e d  o f  a fe lony or ma j o r  crime , 
you are morally unf i t  t o  k i l l  ( that 
do e sn ' t  mean you should do such ) . 
I f  you are a known homo sexua l , or a 
member o f  a subver s i ve o rgani zation 
like the Communi s t  Party o r  the 
Industrial Wo rkers of the World , you 
are unfi t .  Again , they won ' t  take 
your wo rd for i t ,  you ' l l ne e d  pro o f . 
So me in juri e s  can bring deferments , 
bu t aga i n ,  medi cal pro o f  i s  ne c e s sary . 

I f  you want more informati o n ,  ple ase 
contac t  the Movement Against the 
Dra ft ( MA D )  at 4 5 2 -5046 or 8 2 8 -4 0 3 5 . 
There are folks the re who can help 
you b e t te r  know your o p t i ons . 

But i t ' s  your cho i c e . So wha tever 
you do , s to p  and think , and remember 
the risks o f  linki ng yourself wi th 
the mi l i tary . I t  c ould mean your 
lif e . • 

- -MgM 
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Lega lly 
avoid the draft 

LEGALLY AVOI D THE DRAFT . C onsc i en
t i o u s  ob j e c t o rs , homo s exual i ty , 
hardshi p case , d rugs , medi c al , e t c . 
Ac t now- -know your right s . S end J 5 ¢ .  
t o  Nati onal A s s o ciation o f  C o n
s c i ent i ou s  Ob j e c t ors , De pt . 62 , 
2 J 4 q  T rent o n  Rd . ,  Levi t t own PA 1 9 0 5 6 .  
Volunt e e rs ne eded nat i o nwi d e . 



Where have a l l  the f lowe r s  gone? Why right into 
this man ' s box ! ! Rainbow F am i l y  members p l eased 
l o c a l  merc hants (many o f  whom needed some p l e a s ing ) 
w i th a p ur c h a s e  o f  s everal t ho u s and c arnations . 
The f lowe rs were pas sed out and added to the c o l o r  
and fes t i v i ty o f  the July 4 th ce l ebrat ion . 

This is the Rainbow Nation: 
Welcome Home! 

I f  you, are one o f  m i l l ions o f  Ame r i
kans who f e l l  for the r umor that the 
c ounte r - c u l ture is d e ad , yo u obvio u s l y  
h aven ' t  attended one o f  t h e  annu a l  
R ainbow F am i l y  Gather i ng s . The 
Gathe� ings ac tua l ly began ten years 
ago in Colorado , back w�en the c o un ter
c u l ture was more out front and hadn ' t  
me l ted so muc h in t0 ma ins tream soc i e ty . 

Now , e ve ry year , d uring the f i rs t week 
of J u l y ,  thou s and s of good old
f a s h ioned h ipp ie typ e s  converge on a 
semi-w i l d e rn e s s  area for a week o f  
g e t ting free from the madne s s  o f  t he 
c onven t ional wo r l d . 

And free it i s ! 

F r enz ied d anc ing into a l l  ho urs o f  the 
n i ght , nud ity , he a l ing arts , ma s s age , 
herbo logy , a s t rology , yog a ,  t a i-c h i ,  
c han ting , med i t a t ing , mudbaths , sweat
lodge s , f l u te s ,  g u i t ar s , d r ums , b e l l s ,  

b e ad s ,  b r a id s ,  po t ,  peyo te , ten t s , 
tarp s , t ip i s ,  r i c e , spro u ts , bean s , 
Kr i s hn a ,  karma . . and j us t  abo u t  
anything e l s e  you don ' t  norma l l y  s e e  
i n  B looming ton/Normal . 

T h i s  y e ar t he gather ing was h e l d  i n  
t he Monongahe l a  Fore s t  o f  We s t  V ir
g in i a . This was the f i r s t  t ime we 
g a thered e a s t  o f  the M i s s i s s ipp i ,  and 
s trong s ugge s t ions h ave been made that 
we do i t  ag a i n  next y e ar . 

Four o f  us from B/N d rove d own for the 
f e s t i v i t ie s ,  spen t a few d ay s  t r ipp in ' 
o u t ,  anc took a few p ic t u r e s  for 
eve ryone in th i s  wor l d . I ' d  l ike to 
add that the Gather i ng s  are free , 
l e ad e r l e s s /c oop e r a t i ve , and look to 
a wor l d  wi t ho u t  war s and with l o t s  o f  
love .• 

- - R i c h  

A col!UUon s ight a t  Gather i ng s  i s  to uc h ing and 
h ugging . 

People form circles during meals and at councils; a t ime for decision 
making, information sharing, and general expression. 

People gather around a fire (notice the size of the fire ) to l isten to 
the man with the curly hair (actually i ts a wi l d  red wig; he's total ly 
bald underneath ) .  He's explaining the virtues of fire-walking to a 
somewhat wary audience. But after a lengthy pep talk and an in-dep t h  
theory about how your feet don't really touch t he coals because o f  some 
vapor cloud that forms under your feet, e tc. , folks did walk cooly and 
calmly across red hots coals ! ( I  watched them. ) Try that one a t  your 
next barbeque ! 

T ip is are a commonly used dwe l l ing at Gather ings . Here are two of the 
more than twenty-five set up in a large t ip i  c ircle. Some of the 
folks l ive in t he ir t ip is year round; others only on special occasions. 



Ten m o st ce n so red sto ries 
A l l t h e  new s t h a t ' s  f i t  t o  p r i n t ? 
H a rd l y . L a s t y e a r , wh i le me t ro p o l i t a n  
d a i l i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o un t ry w e r e  
a nn o un c i n g  t h e  b i rth o f  qui n t up l e t s , 
t h e  d e a t h s  o f  mov i e  s t ars , and th e 
b e s t  s e a fo o d  h ous e s  in t own , s t o r i e s  
o f  g r e a t e r  s oc i a l  s i gn i f i c an c e  r e c e i ve d  
a m o r e  l i m i t e d  c i rc u l a t i on .  

The s e  s t o r i e s  were neve r p i c k e d  up b y  
t h e  mas s  me d i a .  Peop l e  who s ub s c r ib e  
t o  T ime o r  Newswee k ,  i n s t e a d  o f  Mo t h e r  
Jonesor N e w  We s t , o r  p e o p l e  who think 
" that ' s  tlieway-Tt i s "  a ft e r  w a t c h i n g  
2 5  m i n u t e s  o f  Wa l t e r  C ronk i t e , a re n o t  
awa re t h a t  they ' re b e i n g  j ourna l i s t i 
c a l l y  s h o r t change d .  

E n t e r  P roj e c t  Cens o r e d . Fo r t h e  l a s t  
four y e ars , s o c i o l ogy p r o fe s s or C a r l  
Jens en o f  Sonoma S t a t e  Un i ve r s i ty h a s  
b e e n  g i ving  h i s  mas s c ommun i c a t i on s  
c l as s  a re s e a rch p r o j e c t : r e a d  hun 
d r e d s  o f  art i c l e s  i n  d o z e ns o f  pub l i 
c a t i ons in s e a rch o f  t h e  ob s c ure b ut 
s i gn i f i cant s t ory ; cho o s e  the mo s t  
i mport ant 2 5  s t o r i e s , an d s end them t o  
a pane l o f  j ud g e s  who w i l l  s e l e c t  
the i r  1 0  favor i t e s ; c omp i l e  re s u l t s , 
and then announce t h e  " 1 0  B e s t  C e n 
s o red S t o r i e s  o f  1 9  79 . "  
Th i s  y e ar ' s  j ud g e s  i nc l ud e d  M I T  
pro fe s s o r  N o am Choms k y , p o l i t i c a l  
c o l umn i s t  Mary M c C r o ry , C B S  c o r re s 
pondent M i k e W a l l a c e , and N i ch o l a s 
J ohns on , c h a i rman o f  t h e  N a t i on a l  
C i t i z e ns Commun i c at i on L o b b y  . 

They and s e ve n  o t h e r  j ud g e s v o t e d  t h e  
" C o rp o r a t e  C r i m e  o f  the C e n t u r y "  a s  
t h e  b e s t  c e n s o r e d  s t o ry o f  1 9 7 9 . Th i s  
Mo the r Jone s a r t i c l e  d o c ume n t e d  the 
s al e  o f  i l l e g a l  and d a n g e rous p r o 
duc t s , s uch a s  b anned p e s t i c i de s  and 
f a u l t y  b i r th c on t r o l de v i c e s , to Th i rd 
W o r l d  marke t s . 

O t h e r  w i nn i ng s t o r i e s  i n c l ude d : 

2 )  The Re a l  I ran i an S t o ry : The inhu
m an i t y  of  t h e  Shah ' s  r e g i me and the 
o f f i c i a l  U . S .  s up p o r t  o f  that r e g i me 
v i a  t h e  S h ah ' s  t i e s  t o  K i s s i n g e r  and 
Rocke fe l l e r . 

3 ) . U . S . Gu i l ty o f  Human R i gh t s  
Viol ations ; C i vi l  l i b e r t i e s  v i o l a 
t i on s  i n  U . S .  c o u r t s  and p r i s on s . 

4 ) . Th i rd Wo r l d  Swe a t s h op s : U . S .  
c o rp o ra t i ons s e t t i n g  up Th i rd W o r l d  
s ub s i d i a r i e s  i n  o rd e r t o  f i n d  che a p  
l ab o r  a n d  e s cape U . S .  h e a l t h  and 
s a fe ty re g u l a t i on s . 

5 ) . O c c upa t i on a l  D i s e a s e : W o rk p l ac e  
i l l ne s s e s  at t r ib u t e d  t o  new , unt e s te d  
c h e m i c a l s . 

6 ) . Wo r s t  Nuc l e a r  S p i l l : A J u l y  1 6 , 
1 9 7 9 s p i l l  o f  1 0 0  m i l l i on g a l l on s  o f  
r a d i o a c t i ve w a t e r  f rom a pond ne a r  
Church Rock , i'J e w  Mexi c o .  

7) . T ra g e d y  i n  E a s t T i mo r : I s l an d  
i n v a d e d  b y  U . S . - a rme d I n don e s i an 

� ) 
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t ro o p s , and t h e  re s u l t i n g  s l augh t e r  
o f  5 0 - 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  T i mo re s e , ab out t e n  
p e r  c e n t o f  t h e  popul a t i on .  

8 ) . P B S , Th e O i l  Ne twork : The Pub l i c  
B r o a d ca s t in g  S e rv i ce , o n c e  t o u t e d  a s  
a t ru l y  e ducat i on a l , n o n - c o mme rc i al 
TV r e s ource , a s  t h e  h and - ma i de n  o f  
m a j o r  o i l  c o mpan i e s  t h a t  s e rve a s  b oth 
i t s  k e y  un d e rw r i t e r s  and i t s  cens o r s . 

9 )  T� e Mo s t  Pow e r ful S e c r e t  Lobb y : 
The i n f l ue n ce o f  t h e  Bus i ne s s  Roun d 
t ab l e , made up o f  t h e  c h i e f  e xe cut i ve s  
o f  n e a r l y  2 0 0  o f  t h e  c oun t ry ' s  r i che s t  
c o r p o ra t i on s , o n  t a x  r e form , a n t i - t rus t 
l e g i s l at i on , e t c . 

1 0 )  . 
B ank : 
l o ans 
j ec t s  

The 6 5  B i l l i on Dol l a r  Gh o s t  
Th e Fede r a l  F i nan c i n g  B ank ' s  

t o  gove rnmen t a g e n c i e s  f o r  p r o 
C on g r e s s  thought t o o  c o s t ly . 

P o t e n t i a l  s t o r i e s  f o r  the 1 9 8 0  l i s t ,  
a l o n g  w i th t he i r  s ou r c e s , s h o u l d  b e  
s e n t  t o  C a r l  J e n s en , P r o j ect Ce n s o re d , 
S on oma S t a t e  Un i ve rs i t y ,  Rohnert Park 
CA 9 4 9 28 . e 

- - M i c h ae l Kepp , from 
the B e r k e l e y  B a rb 
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� Ill.__ �� � 111...:J � Ill.__ � More t han 100 was te d i sp o s a l  s i te s  
around t he c o untry may p o s e  s e r i o u s  
he a l th a n d  s a fe ty h a z ard s t o  some 
6 00 , 000 peop l e  who l ive in the ir 
v i c i n i ty . 

C o u r t r u l e s  f o r  w o m e n  
I n  t he f i r s t  court dec i s io n  o f  i ts 
k ind , the M i nne s o t a  S upreme C o u r t  l a s t  
week r u led that �n emp loyer mu s t  
ac t i vely p rote c t  women o n  the j ob from 
s ex u a l  har a s sment by male emp loyee s . 

T he r u l ing i s  b a s e d  on a sex d i s c rim
ination c h arge f i led in 1975 by W i l l ie 
R u t h  Hawkins ag a i n s t  the Cont inen t a l  
C an C ompany . 

Hawk ins had c h arged that s e x u a l  ab u s e ,  
bo th p hy s ic a l  and verb a l , f rom male 
emp loyees in the man u f a c t u r i ng p l an t  
made her j ob intolerab l e  and tha t her 
comp l aints to p l ant manage r s  were ig
nor ed .  

T he j udges in the c ase r uled unani
mo u s l y  tha t ,  no t only are emp loyers 
l i ab l e  for ens ur ing that women 
workers are s a fe from haras sment from 
s upervi s o r s ; they a l s o  are respons ib l e  
f o r  prote c t ing women from har as sment 
by c o-worke r s . • 

No nukes 
prison s u p port 

- - ZNS 

Th e Nati onal N o - Nuke s  P r i son Supp o r t  
C o l l e c t ive i s  organ i z i ng and n e e d s  
your h elp . 

Th e c o l l e c t iv e  wants t o  bui l d  a 
nat i o n-wi d e  ne twork o f  c o r r e sp o nd ents 
s o  they c an quickly g enerat e supp o r t  
for j ai l e d  ant i-nuk e a c t i v i s t s . Th ey 
al so want to c omp il e info rmat ion on 
the number of activ i s t s  j ai l e d  and the 
t ime they served ( to use i n  
publ i c i ty ) .  

NNNPSC al s o  wants to build a l ink 
be twe �n the ant i -nuc l e ar movement and 
the p r i son m o v e ment wi th the g o al o f  
spreading info rmat ion about the 
deadly wast e  of the p r i s o n  sy s t e m . 

S en d  o r  g e t  m o r e  news t o/fro m  Allyson 
Hunt e r ,  Box 1 22 1 , Eugene , O r egon ,  
97440 , o r  Jack Jopp a ,  6 5  Lincoln 
Plac e ,  Garfi eld , New J e r s e y , 0 70 2 6  • •  t h en 

Grani te Sta te/cpf 

t e ac h yc; u t o  p l a y  , 

That ' s  a c c o rd ing to Envi ronmental 
Protect ion Agency data rele ased l a s t  
week by S enator Edward Kennedy , i n  a 
s t a tement prepared for a Senate hear
ing on toxic waste d i sp o s a l . 

The EPA , accord ing to the d a t a ,  moni
tored 645  o u t  of 30 , 000 was te d i sp o s a l  
s i te s  i t  p rev i o u s l y  iden t i f ied as prer 
s en t ing poten t i a l  p ub l i c  he a l t h  
prob l ems . O f  t h e  mon i tored s i te s ,  108 
were c l a s s i f ied a s  p o s ing a " h igh" 
p o te n t i a l  for serious h e a l t h  and s a fe
t y  p roblems , p o s s ib ly a f fec t ing an 
e s t imated pop u l ation o f  629 , 0 0 0 . 

Kennedy ' s  a i d e s  s ay that the s i tes o f  
" h igh " poten t i a l  h a z ard p re s ent he a l th 
and s a fety threats as serious as tho s e  
a t  Love C anal , the s i te a t  N i ag ar a ,  
New York , where various heal th p ro
b l ems are s u spec ted of having been 
c au sed by expo s ure to a var i e ty o f  
toxic c hemi c a l s  d umped b y  the Hooker 
C hemi c a l s  and P l a s t i c s  Corp o r a t ion • •  

- - ZNS 
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Here's my chance to get a message out 
and raise some money for an alterna
tive newspaper. I'm going to put up 
the bucks for the Post's DEAD PRESI
DENT CONTEST. 

That's right, folks. The person 
elected in 1980 will die in office. 
If you guess when the next President 
dies, you win! 

Ever since 1840, the man elected every 
20 years has died in office. Some say 
Tecumseh's brother, a Medicine Man, 
put some sort of hex on the office. 
(Tecumseh was militarily defeated by 

William Henry Harrison's vice-presi
dent, John Tyler.) I believe it. 
From what I know, Medicine Men and 
those Indian people in general were 
in tune with things. 

Columbus saw that when he first en
countered them. Indio, his name for 
them, translates in Italian as "in 
with God." That stuff about how he 
thought he was in India was a story 
that got mixed up later when Columbus 
was trying to explain to the Queen, 
his sponsor, how he got to be half 
a world off-course. (Jeez, you can't 
get more off~course than that!) And 
the people from India were know as 
Hindus--their land was Hindustan. 

Anyway, check out what's happened 
every 20 years to Amerika's presi
dents: 

1840 Harrison--died of gluttony. 
He attended the grand-opening of 
the Washington Monument: it was 
real hot, he drank three gallons of 
lemonade to cool off, ate a bunch of 
sweet cakes, pigged out, di~d early 
that same evening. 

1860 Lincoln--assassinated. 

1880 Garfield--assassinated 

1900 McKinley--assassinated 

1920 Harding--pneumonia: disap
pointed with the job: couldn't take 
the pressure. 

1940 F.D.R.--massive coronary 

1960 J.F.K.--assassinated 

1980 ??? --tell all your friends 
not to run. 

The rules for the Dead President 
Contest are as follows: 

1. All entries must be postmarked 3 
days in advance of the date guessed. 

2. The closest date wins. 

3. In case of tie, the closest descrip
tion of cause of death breaks the tie. 
Come on, now, use your imagination: 
Will Jimmy die water skiing, or will 
Billy run over him in a drunken 
stupor? Will a redwood fall on 
Reagan? Will Anderson die of shock 
when he gets elected? , 

4. CIA or FBI spooks are ineligible. 

5. Entries will cost 50¢ @ entry, 3 
for $1.00. Special: $200.00 gets you 
a guess for every day of the term. 
All proceeds go to the Post Amerikan. 

Prizes: 
1st--One-year subscription to either 

Mother Jones or the Post-Ameri
kan. 

2nd--One-year subscription t~ the 
Post. 

-one entry per postcard, please. 
may enter as often as you want. 

You 

If the Post folds, all prizes are off, 
unless the winner wants my old copies 
of Mother Jones .• 

--G. I. Gerry, 
with some help 
from Russell 

****************~ 
***************~********* N 'so~ 

~ EL ECTl q********* ~***************** 
Means 

~*************** Post-Amerikan, Al..\f,· '80, page 15 

Found chimp says he was chump 
BLOOMINGTON ILLINOIS JULY 17, 1980 •.. 
The film world was shocked today to 
learn that Bonzo the Chimp, long co
star with Presidential candidate 
Ronald Reagan, has been living out his 
final years in semi-alcoholic 
seclusion at the Miller Park Zoo in 
this quiet Central Illinois community. 

The chimp star was popular in the 
1940s and 50s when he appeared with 
Reagan in films like "Bonzo Goes to 
College" and other B-comedies typical 
of the candidate's film career. 

Bonzo was secretly transported to the 
zoo in the mid-60s when his alcohol
ism was proving an embarrassment to 
the studio and to Reagan's budding 
political career. 

Bloomington, long a Republican strong
hold, kept Bonzo's secret. It was 
leaked, however, when a retiring 
custodian at the tiny zoo died, leaving 
an estate in the hundreds of thousands. 

The money was accumulated over the 
years, as the custodian smuggled 
gin bottles to the aging chimp in 
return for his monthly studio pension 
check. 

Local zoo officials tried to secret 
the monk away, not wanting to embar
rass the candidate during the election. 

Bonzo, however, refused to leave his 
private cage, and although talking to 
few, did answer some questions. 

As the Republican Convention played 
on the TV in the background, Bonzo 
talked about his hard days at the 
studio. 

"Drugs, " he said, "it was always 
drugs. You've heard the stories abQut 
the child stars of the period, like 
Mickey Rooney or Judy Garland. Well, 
they never had to eat the horse pills 
they shoved down our throats." 

Much of his bitterness was directed at 
the candidate. "Ronnie never could 
handle my co-star status," lamented 
the chimp. "He was second man in 
most films, and playing side-by-side 
with an ape was too much for his ego." 

"Other animals had it good. Trigger, 
Rin-Tin-Tin, Lassie, they never had 
to put up with the things I did. 
Reagan did all he could to keep me 
down, upstaged me constantly." 

The aging chimp choked and coughed 
softly as he spoke, the result of a 
40-year, J-pack-a-day cigarette 
habit. His fingers and toes were 
neatly manicured. 

He had no complaints about the zoo. 
"It's quiet here, a few little brats 
occasionally screaming at you like 
little monkeys, but it's OK. I've 
got my friends here, and they've taken 
care of me." 

Zoo officials admitted that the simian 
star spent J months in a detoxifica
tion center after the discovery of 
the custodian's gin trail. 

In a related developm~nt, the Society 
for the ~revention of Cruelty to 
Animals condemned Reagan for his bad 
treatment of his· former co-star for 
"trying to tuck poor Bonzo away." 

The SPCA called the candidate a 
"Speciest--one who thinks he's better 
than animals," a charge which could 
plague the candidate's campaign, 
espesially with animal lovers. 

Bonzo admitted his film possibili
ties were limited, complaining that 
"If they would have let me stick 
around till all this space stuff hit, 
I'd be a hot property today. I could 
play half those little aliens and 
machines; it's a wonder what a little 
makeup will do." 

"But those days are over, " sighed 
the primate. "I had my <"!hance, but 
I hooked it to the wrong star. I was 
one chump chimp." • 

--MgM 



The roaches have won now. But before 
their total take-over, it wasn't half
bad. 

In fact, there was a period of almost 
four years before the roaches even 
appeared at 616 w. Monroe, a fact 
which startled many people. 

It was the cats. They tracked down 
the slimy little conquerors, easy prey 
for their claws. 

"Monroe Street House" is a memory now, 
that clapboard hulk at 616 w. Monroe 
that housed the Post-Amerikan for the 
past five years.~e slow but 
constant deterioration and the 
clunky, half-on, half-off again oil
eating furnace took their toll. 

But for a while, it was a fine place. 
The Post nestled in the basement, in 
an efficient if tight little office 
with a ready band of radicals 
upstairs. 

A number of names and titles marked 
the transition. In the beginning it 
was the Monroe Street Living 
Cooperative, which never lived up to 
· s full formality, and the end saw 

e Krej Family (spell that 
ds). 

was, it was never boring. 

The early days 
e "Living Cooperative" began in the 

arly winter of 1974, when a previous 
enter Street co-op was forced to 

move, their beautiful home now private 
property, no longer for rent. 

As always with a new house, there were 
high ambitions--like cleanliness. 

There were regular schedules for house 
cleaning, divided chores, a joint 
checking account for food and utility 
bills, and parties almost every 
weekend. 

The parties were consistent. The 
cleaning necessar1ly wasn't. 

But it was good. There was a 
purposeful spirit, a lot of evening 
meals together, discussions of 
politics and alternatives. 

A printing press, sometimes operating, 
occupied the living room, and 
numerous demonstrations, leaflets, 
events, and rap groups blossomed in 
the open space. 

Perhaps those are the outstanding 
memories. Things that worked, things 
that didn't. But they were all 
exciting, at the time. 
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Monroe street 

Like the Brown Rice Food Buying Club. 
There are still plenty of blank checks 
around, though no groceries. 

And other more successful endeavors. 
L~ke the Utopian Feminists, who kept 
an active. women's presence alive. 

qr the March Against MEG, a 1976 event 
that drew a lot of public attention to 
the Drug Agency, and actually marked 
pome radical cooperation with the 
•Bloomington Police for a peaceful 
demo. It was soon followed by the 

,action against ex-CIA director William 
Colby at the ISU Union, which featured 

: brochures that looked like. official 
ISU programs and inside exposed 
Colby's CIA crimes of genocide. 

Some successes were plotted there, 
like Small Changes Bookstore. Other 
also rans, like Student Stores, 
People's Food, and the Monday Morning 
Sun, either saw their dying or their 
beginning and dying days with a heavy 
Monroe Street hand. 

But if there was anything that made 
the house fun, it was the folks. 
There were many, but outstanding were 
the two veterans of the house, Chuck 
and Ann, who both stayed till the 
winter of '78. 

Chuck kept the printing press in 
disrepair, drew extravagant schemes 
of new communities on his drafting 

College & Linden 
Normal Illinois 

table, and generally startled folks 
with his outlandish humor and his 
hard-core commitment to not preaching, 
but living, anarchy. 

Ann was really the spirit of the 
house, with a strong feminism that 
helped shape a conscious direction to 
things. There was a lot of delibera
tion and discussion about lifestyle 
and politics, that helped keep us in 
a spirit of actually going somewhere. 

And one can't mention people without 
mentioning animals. Claudia, a gentle 
German Shepherd, might have frightened 
strangers, but everyone knew this was 
a loving animal. And a train of cats 
was always present. 

Pete, a human, came a little later, a 
serious business major with one 
semester to go, but he was questioning 
the world of greed and high finance. 
One night, while studying for a big 
real estate exam, he was cursing the 
uselessness of it all. Chuck just 
grinned and said blow it off, which 
Pete did, forsaking business for a 
life of anarchy, blues guitar, and a 
carpenter's hammer and saw. 

Anarchy was the theme. Not in the 
usual connotations of craziness, 
though it was often that way, but in 
the truer definition, of a deliberate 
lifestyle of personal responsibility 
and decision-making, with the notion 
of trying to live an alternative. 

True, it was often madness, fun, 
frustration. But there was a lot of 
love and caring there too, a feeling 
of not being alone, but actually 
being a part of others around you, 
and maybe something larger too. 

The later days 
Others came, as Chuck and Ann left. 
Rich, Susan, Julie, Diana--who somehow 
became the "Krej Family." About the 
time Chuck and Ann were leaving, the 
roaches came too, and once they came, 
they came to stay, in terrifying 
numbers. 
For a while, the Krejes carried on the 
traditions of the "111 Club," a Normal 
student apartment that some of them 
had once inhabited, which was renowned 
for all-night, sometimes everynight, 
keggers. 

The parties came and went, as did 
members of the "family." Rich left 
town twice "for good," and twice 
returned, to everyone's delight. 

There were new adventures, like Pete's 
short job at the Clinton nuke, which 
he finally abandoned with a painted 
face and a rap to his fellow workers. 

Diana's art work added a nice touch. 
Mexican quick food became the dietary 
steady, with more spontaneous than 
prepared meals and a constant tug-of
war with the creepy crawlies. 



Post Aug l farewell National Black 
Political conventio 

Meanwhile the Post was there in the 
basement, marking its ups and downs, 
triumphs and scoops, and steadily 
producing that monthly paper, with a 
leaflet or special job along the way. 

And now it's time to move. 

Maybe some family, low on cash but 
needing space, will pick the house up. 
It'll be a major re-hab job, any way 
you look at it. 

There's a nice hole in the bathroom 
floor, for talking down to the 
kitchen. The upstairs' wiring is all 
by extension cord. 

And then there's that furnace, always 
an oil-eater, shutting off on the 
coldest winter nights, leaving the 
house barely above 500, and consuming 
everyone's pocketbooks in the process. 

It's time to move on. 

But it's been good. We tried to live 
an alternative there, be community, 
not isolated individuals. A presence 
was maintained, a political 
deliberateness and creative spirit in 
the midst of a daily life that could 
have been fatal for any of us alone. 

As an out-of-town friend, visiting 
from San Francisco, once remarked: 
"This town is like story-book America, 
with white frame houses and picket 
fences. And then here's all this 
alive, crazy underground stuff, right 
in the middle of it. It's beautiful." 

And so it was--sometimes. At other 
times, like in the cold of winter, 
roach season, or hot summer's flea
laden season, during arguments or 
unpaid bills, it was trying. 

But we struggled through. 

I lasted almost five and a half years 
there, hopefully bringing my little 
contribution to things. It was a 
growing experience for me, learning 
to live in community, learning to have 
tolerance and respect for others, 
caring and loving people, being with 
them because we wanted to be and 
share together. 

There's only one piece of Monroe 
Street I wish I could save. It's the 
north basement wall in the Post's old 
office. It used to be my bedroom. 

On it is a mural, painted in the 
summer of '74, my first days there, 
by a dear friend, Verna Avila, as a 
gift and a "return for baby-sitting 
services." She was killed in a San 
Francisco auto accident in September 
1978, so that painting is doubly-dear 
and meaningful now. 

The mural shows a hand, with fingers 
of four colors, repr~senting the four 
human races. The hand also holds a 
dove, and covers the flames of war, 
greed, and oppression. 

The inscription reads, "Peace to all 
who struggle." 

That's my hope and best memory. That 
even as we struggle for justice and 
change, we can have a sense of peace, 
a sense of belonging and friendship. 

And sometimes, that's what Monroe 
Street was •• 

--MgM 

The National Black Political Assembly 
(NBPA), a socio-political and economic 
organization, will be convening its 
fourth conventio~ in its 8-year history 
in New Orleans, August 21-24. 

This year's convention theme is 
"Developing a Progressive Black Agenda 
for the 1980s from the Grass Roots." 

The Louisiana assembly, one of 18 
state chapter-affiliates of NBPA, is 
serving as the host for the 1980 con
vention. 

According to Mashariki Kurudisha, co
chairperson of NBPA, 2000 persons, 
including delegates, alternates, and 
observers, will be in attendance. 

"Highlighting our convention this 
year," Kurudisha said, "will be a 
series of interesting and exciting 
workshops focusing on a wide range of 
topics and issues." 

Workshop topics will include housing, 
education, unemployment, alternative 
technology, Black culture, the Black 
Church, Black youth and students, 
Black women, the Black elderly, and 
Black Labor. 

"The results of the workshops will be 
used as our nucleus to achieve addi
tional convention goals," Kurudisha 
said. "Key among such goals will be 
our in±erest to adopt a statement of 

,principles for the development of an 
! I"ndependent Black Political Party." 
I 

A 

............. 
Superweed: Army's 
secret weapon 

In the late 1960's, the United States 
Army developed an exceptionally potent 
form of synthetic marijuana for use as 
a chemical warfare agent, according 
to a story by Martin A. Lee in the May 
High Times. The feat was the culmina
tion of nearly two decades of intensive 
investigation carried out in secret by 
the Army Chemical Corps. Despite years 
of covert testing, there is no evidence 
as yet suggesting that the army's reefer 
madness ever got past the experimental 
stage. 

Downs Import ·Auto Service 
Does your imported car suffer 8/J. Vander 
from these dread diseases? l11. ~e,.IJ,. Bug ™ 

"'"'" . "lllo -Anxious Alternator "1'oq8 

-Broken Brakes 

-Pained Pistons 

-Senile Suspension 

NO MATTER WHAT AILS YOUR 
AUTO, WE HAVE THE CURE 

Shaffer Dr., Downs 
Call 

378·4321 
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Know a lawyer? 
Post: 

On August 6, 1979, police informer 
Randall c. May was alleged,ly ,beaten, 
tied up, robbed, threatened, kidnapped, 
and shot. As a result, Billy Coffelt 
got 41 indictments, 13 of which are 
for murder. How can you kill one per
son 13 times? Besides, Billy Coffelt 
passed a polygraph test and asked for 
a change of venue because Randall May 
was an informer for the city of 
Pontiac, and no way Billy Coffelt can 
get a fair trial in Livingston County. 
His request was denied. His trial is 
set for August 18, 1980. 

Now what we would like to know is any
one who knows a good lawyer who can 
help a poor hillbilly from Tennessee 
with no money! 

David "Alabama" Gresham and Billy 
Coffelt 
c/o Livingston County Jail 
Pontiac IL 61764 

l"'t..""'''l~VE PAY CASH FOR 
~-wYQUR USED IPs 

Post-note: We get lots of letters 
from prisoners in McLean County Jail, 
other county jails, and the state 
penitentiaries--so many letters, in 
fact, that we don't have room for 
them all. So instead of just choos
ing a few to print, we decided to 
publish part of each one, so our 
readers can hear at least something 
from all. 

Pontiac brothers thank Post 
Brothers and Sisters: 

We, the brothers of the forklift five, 
would sincerely like to extend our 
most humble appreciation to the Post 
Amerikan and all supporters for their 
concern about our situation and strug
gle. The appearance in the court
room all along is so needed and appre
ciated that we can't even begin to 
express our feeling when we see our 
Post-Amerikan brothers and sisters 
sitting there in the courtroom. We 
are aware of the things Post-Aroerikan 
people and other supporters did in 
this county and community in our be
half. 
In struggle, 

Bruce Jefferson, Arthur Jones, Allen 
Mack, Michael Mitchell 

County jail blu~s 
Post-Amerikan: 

I'm in this place called the al~ 
mighty McLean County Jail on my 
first two criminal offenses, and 
I'm fixin to get railroaded off for 
them! The courts are just senten
cing us first offenders as if we 
were fifth and sixth offenders, plus 
they are handing down long terms 
too. When what we first offenders 
should be getting is our break in 
life, probation and such. The pub
lic defenders here are a joke. 
Whenever a state's attorney breathes 
hard, they back down. Leaving you 
helpless and at the mercy of the 
state's attorney. I'm not the only 
one; don't get me wrong. I think 
I'm talking for about half of the 
jail here! Plus it gets to be a 
drag eating cold food three times a 
day around here. 

Signed, 
Tony (The Hippie) Lancaster 

'llt f. GRfEN sr. 
CH.AMP.4I GN 

NO EXTRA CHARGE 
FOR SPECIAL ORDERS 



Needs help with medical suit 
Dear Post-Amerikan: 

A woman has a miscarriage because of 
lack of proper medical treatment. A 
man loses partial hearing in one ear 
because of lack of medical treatment. 
A man with hepatitis is allowed to 
live among o~her men because of im
proper medical screening. Individuals 
on medication are given the wrong 
medicine or not given prescribed medi
cation because of lack of qualified 
medical personnel. 

All of the above occurred at McLean 
County Jail. 

I know of what I write because I am a 
prisoner at the jail and am also the 
individual who has suffered the hearing 
loss. Recent federal court decisions 
have ruled that county jails must have 
certain minimum medical care. I have 
recently filed a civil action in 
ai:.tempt to bring McLean County Jail up 
to required medical standards. Anyone 

No remedies in county jai-l 
Dear Post, 

I am writing to you from McLean County 
Jail. When you ask officers for help 
because of trouble in the cell block, 
they do nothing to remedy it, except 
lock you and the troublemaker in your 
cell and let it end there. If you try 
to correct the problem as you would on 
the streets, the same thing occurs. 
If the person in charge has something 
against you, you get the raw end of 

the deal. Most people would try to go 
get the other person; however, I am 
now going to court for aggravated bat
tery. Another charge won't help. So 
now I am locked up in. my cell for t:r;y
ing not to fight. No matter which way 
I go, I lose. 

Sincerely, 
Tom Redfern 

wishing a copy of this action can 
obtain one from the Clerk, u.s. Dis
trict Court, Central District of 
Illinois, Springfield, IL 62705. The 
case number is 80-3205. 

As I am preparing and filing all 
phases of this action myself as an 
indigent prisoner, I need some sup
port, both moral and financial. If 
any individuals would like to see 
negligence at the jail put to a halt, 
I would accept your assistance. I am 
in the need of person/persons to do 
some legal research, to write letters, 
and, most of all, to give financial 
help, no matter how little. Money 
will be used to purchase paper, 
envelopes, past cases of Federal 
decisions, make copies of legal 
papers, to pay to have legal papers 
notarized, and to pay postage. 

Michael Asbell 
104 W. Front st., Room 200 
Bloomington, IL 61701 

Concentration camps 
Post-Amerikan: 

I am an avid reader of your paper. I 
am incarcerated in Stateville Concen
tration Camp. Several of the brothers 
down here and Lee Clark and myself 
wish to become more involved with the 
struggle. Lee Clark was acquitted of 

the charges and frame-up of the 
State's attempt to make him the 
scapegoat of Pontiac's 1978 riot. 
We have definite plans and ideas 
specifically related to informing 
the public and especially our 
communities of concentration camps 
such as these all over the United 
States. 

Sincerely, 
We are one in struggle, 
John E. Murray, Jr. 

*********************************************************************** 

I 1()() ~'~' 1u ~ lllr"' ~ 1~\\\"~ I 
* * * * * * ~ Local artists ~ 
* * 
~ wanted ~ 
* * * * * A special invitation is extended to * 
~ local artists and fine crafts- ~ * people to be amon5 the exhibitors in * 
~ the Arts and Crafts Adventure, to ~ * be presented by American Society of * 
* Artists at Peru Mall, u.s. 518.. Wenael 'F •. r s t * 
~ Road, Peru on Saturday and Sunday, . ~ 
* September 6&7. * 
~ Only original work will be accepted words fair ~ 
** for exhibition at this juried show. ~ * Art in Action will be included in the Pikestaff rress will present an * * show with exhibitors encouraged to afternoon of poetry and fiction * 
~ demonstrate/work in their media readini,S and book sales in Franklin ~ * during the show. Park, Bloomington, on August J, 1980, * * noon to 4:JO. local writers are * 
~ Additional information and scheduled to read their works, and ~ * applications may be obtained from there will be open mike time too, * 
~ Aoerican Society of Artists at 1297 The pro~ram is free and supported ~ * Merchandise Mart Plaza, Chicago Ill. by the Illinois Arts Council and * 
~ 69654--telephone 312/751-2500. the McLean County Arts Council. ~ 

* * 
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KKK still active 
Dear Post-Amerikan, 

I am writing to you to expose the 
recent activities of the KKK here in 
the Pontiac Correctional Center and 
the total insanity of this prison 
administration. 

In the last couple of days there have 
been several prisoners that wer~ 
brutally, maliciously, and viciously 
beaten by KKK prison guards with the 
sanction of the ass~stant warden, 
James Thieret, simply because they 
are black and defending themselves 
from these attacks. We have no reme
dies and cannot even defend ourselves. 
The KKK has all the weapons: Sticks, 
clubs, black leather gloves, kicking 
and beating us whenever they want. 
My own life has been threatened by 
several prison guards, because I am 
working as a jailhouse lawyer and am 
attempting to expose the illegal 
activities of the KKK here in Pontiac. 

It is a known fact that KKK hates 
blacks, homosexuals, black sympathi
zers, and jailhouse lawyers in soli
darity for human rights. The hand
cuffs were taken off one prisoner and 
he was beaten with clubs, fists, and 
kicked for about 10 minutes~ He was 
denied any medical attention. Later, 
not much, these same KKK officers 
almost killed another resident by 
splitting his head wide open in a 
vicious attack. They had to carry 
this resident downstairs and then left 
him lay downstairs bleeding for a long 
time before they finally carried him 
about 3/4 mile on a stretcher, and then 
they walked very slowly to the hospi
tal hoping that he would die. They 
are still waiting to attack other 
prisoners and have a list made up as 
to who they are going to attack and 
in what order they are going to 
attack. 

If we do not have our brothers and 
sisters come to our immediate assis
tance it is going to give the KKK 
the official go-ahead to kill us any 
time and know that nothing is going 
to be done tO them. You can write: 
James W. Fairman, Warden, or James 
Thieret, Assistant Warden of Security, 
P.O. Box 99, Pontiac, IL 61764. 

These attacks are covered up by 
charging the victim/prisoner with 
one or several rule violations in 
order to justify the use of force, 
which is totally excessive, and the 
prisoner is found guilty on the 
officers' words. 

In Solidarity, 
Paul W. Tedder, C-73372 
Pontiac 

**********************************~************************************·----------------------------~·------~ 
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Why the rebellion? 
The following article was written August 13, 
1978 by one of the Pontiac Brothers who was 
indicted March 5, 1979 for 15 counts of 
murder, 2 counts of attempted murder, and 
one count of mob action. 

Since the rebellion at Pontiac Prison 
July 22, 1978, so much has been and 
will be said and written about it. 
The reason, cause, and blame has been 
put on the weather, overcrowding, 
lack of security, and the gangs. It 
has been said that the killings of 
the three guards and the assault of 
three others was senseless, done by 
men who need no reason to kill or 
rebel. We all know that men do not 
kill or rebel just for the sake of 
killing or rebelling; something had 
to be wrong and it had to be wrong for 

,a long time for so many men to just 
kill or rebel knowing that in doing 
so, they will also be killed or spend 
the rest of their lives in prison. 

I have been an inmate of Pontiac 
Prison for five years. Since 1973, I 
have seen four- different 
administrations, the population 
change over, and the overcrowding 
become unbearable. Back in 1975 when 
the inmate population first began to 
rise, new officers were hired, the 
attitudes, knowledge, and 
understanding of their jobs was not a 
must. And they brought with them a 
farmer's attitude, an overseer's 
understanding, and the knowledge of a 
moron concerning young black men from 
an urban area, opposed to their 
upbringing in a small rural town. 

The senior offi~ers recognized that 
there would soon be trouble and 
requested to be transferred out of the 
cell houses, and many sought 
employment elsewhere. Then came the 
doubling-up (two men to a cell), that 
was protested peacefully, verbally, 
and in the courts, to no avail. Since 
then there have been problems with the 
food, medical care, and basic needs 
that one needs to live every day, such 
as soap, toothpaste, toilet paper, 
etc, Winter coats were not issued 
until February and heat was not put 
on until late February regardless of 
the cold weather. 

At one time men could work, go to 
school, or participate in some kind 
of training program, but this year at 
least 1400 men are without jobs, 
schooling, and other assignments. 
These men must stay in their cells up 
to 21 hours a day and those three 
hours that are spent out of the cell 
each day except for weekends (22 hours 
in the cells) are spent for feeding, 
yard period, showers, and any other 
movement allowed. 

The overcrowding brought on cut-backs, 
and soon the food was not fit to eat 
at all, the heaters were not being 
fixed, no clothes were issued for 

months, and there was no recreation 
equipment. The living conditions for 
the inmates and the working conditions 
for the guards were deplorable and 
filthy. 

Soon resentment and disrespect were 
a common sight between guards and 
inmates. Disciplinary reports were 
written on inmates for little or no 
reason, and inmates were placed in 
segregation and good time was lost 
because of it. The parole board was 
not paroling the men and giving them 
the excuse, "that a parole at this 
time would promote disrespect for the 
law." In spite of the fact that some 
men had gone without any disciplinary 
reports for years, had jobs, and had 
done just about all their time, the 
parole board still refused to allow 
them a chance at parole. Some men 
after appearing in front of the 
parole board felt that they would 
never have the chance of being free. 
Others just refused to appear at the 
parole board hearings because they 
felt the parole board ~auld not give 
them a parole anyway. 

over the years a bomb was in the 
making at Pontiac, and Gov. Thompson 
supplied the finishing touches and 
the fuse with his Class X law. 
Making men do longer sentences, the 
men knew that there was little hope 
of ever getting a parole, and then 
with the Class X law, that little 
hope was taken away. Class X put the 
power in the guard's hand on who would 
earn good time and how much good time 
he will earn. Disciplinary reports 
were being written for anything and 
everything you say or do to the 
guards' liking or disliking. Every 
infraction is a loss of good time, 
not less than 10 days and no more than 
one year. 

In the last five years, numerous laws 
have been enacted to keep one in 
prison longer; the electric chair is 
now dusted off and awaiting its first 
victim with great anticipation. The 
lock 'em up, throw away the key 
concept is here once again, and you 
ask, "Is there going to be another 
rebellion?" Indictments are a sure 
thing regardless of guilt. 
Participation in the rebellion will 
not be the issue. Any one of us can 
and will be used to take the blame 
because of our attitudes against the 
way men are treated, our affiliation 
with certain organizations and 
groups, and that we were in the 
building that the officers were killed 
in, plus the fact that we are Black 
men and white officers were killed. 
Inmates will give false information 
against others for many reasons, but 
the main reasons will be from fear 
and intimidation, and many will ~ive 
false information·for promises of 
parol• or time cut from their 
senten'Ces. In all my years b•ing in 
prison, I have never seen an inmate 
give truthful information because he 
is a law abiding person. 

J 

Gov. Thompson thinks that building 
more prisons, keeping men confined 
longer, and the electric chair will 
solve the problems of crime in the 
state of Illinois. The money that 
he is using to build more prisons 
could go into the communities that 
the men come from for better housing, 
schools, social and welfare programs. 
Something must be done before a man 
gets to the point that he must rob 
to feed and clothe his family; that 
problem should be addressed. The 
State of Illinois has enough prisons; 
the way they are run and the way men 
are treated is the problem. Build a 
new prison and paint it with bright 
colors, but still if you don't have 
any meaningful education and vocation 
programs and still treat the men as 
dogs, then still you will have 
created another situation that forces 
men to rebel. "Men without hope have 
no fears, not even death."• 

--Pontiac Prisoners 
Support Coalition 

Facism Invades 
Computer Biz 
A top executive of Univac Corp. 
predlcts that as computers become more 
commonplace in American offices, it 
will be necessary for companies to 
adopt "Nazi-like systems" to control 
their employees. 

This is the word from Dr. Carl Hammer, 
Univac's Director of Computer 
Sciences. Hammer says, "We may have 
to revise our thoughts about who shall 
and who shall not be allowed to work 
in that environment." 

Hammer told a conference held at the 
government's National Bureau of 
Standards headquarters that the number 
of computers used by business is 
expected to rise sharply from about 
400,000 today to several million 
within the next 20 years. Computer 
security, he predicts, will become a 
number one priority. 

Hammer says our society currently 
considers it a "right" to have a job. 
But in the future, he says, jobs will 
be considered not a right, but a 
privilege." Says the Univac 
executive, "If you want to work (in 
computer environments) you will have 
to agree to wor~ under !i\U'Veill~~·" 
He says that in".'1!)te .fu~e- pot&n'l/J.X: 
emplo1ees wil,l ...,~ to ·~ '\lftdet#:.' · ~,. 
Nazi-like "ass\Uilpt~on ~>f C~lt'- l:n'"'' . 
order to obtain a JOb. 

--ZNS 
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Gays proclaim pride 

More than 5,000 proud and enthusiastic 
lesbians and gay men paraded through 
the heart of Chicago's New Town on 
Sunday, June 29, while over 10,000 
spectators cheered and applauded. 

The march climaxed a week of 
activities in Chicago's celebration 
of Gay and Lesbian Pride Week. The 
parade--the 11th annual--and the music 
festival following were proclaimed 
"the biggest and best yet" by members 
of the Pride Week Committee. 

While the number of floats was down 
from previous years, more 
organizations and casual marchers 
joined the parade. A festive mocd 
prevailed, and a large percentage of 
spectators followed along to the rally 
in Lincoln Park. 

The parade snarled traffic on Broadway 
and Clark streets for more than three 
hours. At first marchers were 
restricted to the west side of the 
street, but the large number of 
spectators crowded the streets so much 
that police were forced to close off 
all traffic while the parade passed 
by. 

Diverse participants 
The parade drew out-of-town 
contingents from Rockford and 
Champaign; from South Bend, Ind.; 
Madison, Kenosha, Racine, and 
Milwaukee, Wis.; Kalamazoo, Mich.; 
and from as far away as Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

~or member? of the Milwaukee group, 
1t was the1r second parade in two 
days. On June 28, the first gay pride 
march in Milwaukee drew 500 persons, 
who paraded down that city's State 
Street to police headquarters where a 
rally was held to call for an end to 
police harassment. 

The Chicago parade was led by the Gay 
Pr.ide Band, with the Windy City 
Chorus bringing up the rear. 

One of the most entertaining 
contingents was Stitch 'N' Bitch, a 
men's sewing group whose float,· "The 
Little Engine That Could," won a 
special prize in the parade 
competition. 

The Latinas Aquatic Ballet of Chicago 
was easily the most colorful--and 
campiest--group in the parade. All 
the members (male) were spectacularly 
dressed in bright red costumes that 
featured ruffles, parasols, and 
feather boas. 

The rally afterwards was a music 
festival. The planning committee 
decided not to have speakers at the 
rally, a decision which didn't do much 
to generate spirit and interest in the 
large crowd who had gathered in the 
park. Although the musical 
performers, such as Ginni Clemmens, 
were well received, their attempts to 
elicit audience participation were 
only mildly successful. A lot of 
people seemed to drift away before the 
program was completed. 

Rally controversy 
This "no-speaker" approach was also 
taken in gay pride rallies in other 
cities around the country. In at 
least two instances, sharp 
controversies arose over this type of 
program. In New York, there was one 
march but two rallies--one with 
speakers, one without. A grassroots 
effort managed to get speakers back 
on the program in San Francisco, but 
a serious split developed over who 
should be allowed to speak. The 
division dampened an otherwise 
spectacular display of lesbian and 
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gay presence: a crowd in excess of 
100,000 persons turned out in San 
Francisco. 

Around the country there were more 
pride marches than ever before, 
although attendance was not always 
large. Milwaukee, Kansas City, 
Pittsburgh, and Cleveland held their 
first parades. A brave 150 lesbians 
and gay men turned out for the one in 
Pittsburgh. The march in Kansas City 
had encountered opposition from 
fundamentalist Christians who tried 
to block the parade permit and then 

thre.atened to stage a counter
demonstration. But gay pride won out 
in K.C. and several hundred 
participants showed up. 

An estimated 8,000 people turned out 
for the parade in Boston, with at 
least twice that many as spectators 
and rally attenders. New York had 
upwards of 20,000 marchers in spite 
of the rally controversy. 

The Los Angeles celebration was 
reporteg to have involved a crowd of 
80,000, with at least 10,000 in the 
parade. In Sacramento, about 750 
ma:chers formed a 16-block parade, 
w01ch won the cheers of many on the 
sldewalks of the California capital. 

Gay pride celebrations and parades 
were also held in San Diego, Santa 
Cruz, Portland, Seattle, Detroit, 
Minneapolis, Columbus, Houston, 
Miami, Atlanta, and Denver .• 

--Ferdydurke 

Sources: Gay Chicago, Gay Life, Gay 
Community News, The Advocate. 



John 
Gacy: 

Straight 
Amerikan 

Straight Amerika produced John 
Wayne Gacy. He lived by its rules 
and reaped the benefits of living 
the "straight" life. 

Gacy attended mass faithfully. He 
was a devoted son, a "family man" 
who led prayer breakfasts for the 
local Jaycees. He was director of 
Chicago's Polish Constitution Day 
Parade and had his picture taken with 
Rosalynn Carter. 

He gave big parties, spent a lot of 
money, and worked long hours. 

Gacy was also a successful capitalist. 
He knew how to bully his way around 
in the tough world of Amerikan busi
ness. He didn't care that he under
paid the young men he employed in 
his construction company; he knAw 
that the Chicago suburbs produced a 
ready supply of cheap labor. 

If Gacy was shallow and 
if he bragged and tried 
weight around, so what? 
Richard l~lxon. 

untruthful, 
to throw his 
So did 

And John Gacy was no faggot. Oh, 
no. When someone told a fag joke, 
Gacy laughed as long and as loud as 
the next guy. If one of his work 

The women Gacy brought with him to 
the bar from time to time were 
"vivacious and pretty." 

Straight Amerika thought John Gacy 
was one of them. And then they found 
out that at night he murdered their 
sons. That he had sex with young men 
and stuffed bikini underwear in their 
throats and throttled them. And they 
were shocked. 

When the police started dragging the 
bodies out from under Gacy's suburban 
West Summerdale home, straight Ameri
kans clucked their tongues and shook 
their heads--and, later, took a few 
bricks from Gacy's demolished house 
as souvenirs for their kids. 

"They could not understand how one 
man who had lived among them as a 
popular and trusted neighbor and 
friend could have committed crimes 
so atrocious as those of which he 
was accused." 

Of course not 
Of course not. Understanding John 
Gacy would mean facing the hypocrisies 
and repressions that are required for 
being "normal" and "acceptable" in 
this society. 

crew rejected a sexual advance, Gacy Clifford Linedecker's book about 
laughed--it was just a joke, playing Gacy--The Man Who Killed Boys: ~True 
the fag to see what you'd do. He hung 

 out at the Good Luck Lounge, where the Story of Mass Murder in ~ Chicago 
young men "drank bottles of Old Style Suburb--is also a product of straight 
and Bud or shot pool with the sleeves Amerika. It's a hastily written 

 of their T-shirts rolled up to show account of Gacy's life and crimes, 
off the tattoos on their forearms." put together in time to hit the stores 

during Gacy's trial. It's a slapdash, 
~----Book review------------------------------------

Books for and about gay men and 
lesbians continue to pour off the 
presses. Apparently gay people 

Books that sleep With 
don't spend all their time cruising 
or slashing each other apart, despite 
the recent media coverage to the 
contrary. Somebody out there's 
reading. 

Whoever you are, get out of the 
bushes, put down your knife, and take 
a look at these latest offerings for 
gay readers and their friends. 

General interest 
--Now That You Know: What Every 
Parent Should Know about 
Homosexuality,-sy-Betty Fairchild and 
Nancy Hayward, from Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich for $8.95. This book 
offers intelligent, sensitive, and 
very instructive advice to parents of 
gays. It's been out for about a year 
now, and should be appearing in a 
paperback edition soon. The secret 
of the book's successful formula is 
that it's not a theoretical 
discussion; it mixes a small amount 
of general comment with lots of 
stories and letters from gay people 
and their parents. 

--The Unmentionable Vice: 
Homosexuality in the Later Medieval 
Period, by Michael Goodich, from Ross
Erikson publishers for $6.95. This is 
a carefully researched study of 
homosexuality in Europe from the 11th 
to the early 14th century. Goodich's 
approach is heavily academic, but he 
offers a fascinating look at the 

s hyster campaign 
world of heretics·and 

sodomites. One of the most 
interesting parts of the book is the 
verbatim report of the trial for 
heresy and sodomy of Arnold of 
Verniolle in 1323, By his own 
confes.sion, Arno.ld had little 
difficulty meeting the numerous young 

U.S. builds up Soviet buildups 
Much of the Soviet Russian military 
"buildup," which is widely publicized 
by conservatives, is actually nothing 
more than a standard replacement of 
older weapons. 

Soviet land-based missiles, first put 
in the field from 1965 to 1975, are 
being replaced with a second 
generation of missiles that carry 
multiple warheads. The U.S. made the 
same changes in its third generation 
of missiles from 1970 to 1977. 

The Soviet buildup in tanks, personnel 
carriers, tactical aircraft, and 
submarine-based missiles is actually 

a similar process of replacement. In 
each case, the Soviets lagged 5 to 10 
years behind similar changes in the 
u.s. 
"New programs are identified as 
standard-practice 'modernization' 
when undertaken in the West but 
described as 'up-grading,' 'buildups, 
or 'major advances' when undertaken in 
the Soviet Union. Soviet programs 
then appear provocative and novel, 
when actually they are exactly like 
comparable programs (that are) treated 
as normal and unprovocative in the 
West." 

--The Price of Defense 

men who were his sexual partners, in 
spite of the severe legal penalties. 
Arnold was sentenced to life 
imprisonment in chains, with a diet 
of bread and water, 

--Gay Theater Alliance Directory of 
Gay Plays, edited by Terry Helbin~ 
from JH Press for $5.95· Don't be 
put off by the title. Although it's 
primarily an annotated listing of some 
400 plays and musicals, both produced 
~nd unproduced, the book also contains 
some delightful and intriguing plot 
SMmmaries. Here are a couple I'd like 
to see: Daddy Violet by George 
Birimisa. Story of three flowers on 
the side of a mountain overlooking 
the Mekong Delta during the Vietnam 
War. One of the violets is gay. 
Freaky Pussy by Harvey Fierstein. A 
group of drag-prostitutes are chased 
from their home (a subway men's room) 
when it is turned into a chic 
nightclub. 

Other titles of general interest 
include some recent works that I 
haven't had a chance to look at yet. 
K. J. Dover's Greek Homosexuality 
($8.95) is supposed to be a "landmark 
study" of the subject. You'd think 
that would already have been written 
but apparently classical scholars are 
no less homophobic than the rest of 
society. 

The Homosexual Tradition in American 
POetry by Robert Martin (Univ. of 
Texas, $7.95) traces the line of gay 
male poets in America from Whitman 
and Hart Crane down through Ginsberg, 
Rebert Duncan, James Merrill, and 
several other contemporary writers. 

Dennis Altman's latest book is a 
collection of essays about the 
politics and sociology of the gay 
scene during the last decade. It's 
called Coming Out in the Seventies 
and promises to be one of the more 
stimulating offerings for the summer. 

I've read only two or three excerpts 
from Edmund White's ~ates of Desire: 
Travels in Gay America (E. ~ Dutton, 
$12.95), but I was impressed by what 
I read. White visited a good cross
section of major American cities and 
talked to a variety of gay men. He 
was very successful at getting these 
men to talk about themselves and the 



commercial product, turned out to make 
a fast buck. 

The problem with this kind of book is 
not that it's dense and unenlightening, 
but that it's dangerous. It offers 
cliches instead of thoughtful anal
ysis. And it reinforces anti-gay 
prejudices by filling its space with 
irrelevant descriptions of gay life 
in Chicago. 

'Lone nut' 
At first Linedecker offers the "lone 
nut" cliche to account for Gacy's 
v1c1ous crimes. That conveniently 
sets Gacy's actions apart from the 
violence that's standard operating 
procedure in Amerika. Gacy's not 
"one of the boys," as he appeared to 
be; just some "lone nut" who's not 
really a part of straight, violent 
Amerika after all. 

The author then attempts to place 
Gacy in the.homosexual subculture. 
But the connections are so tenuous 
and insubstantial that he must rely 
on inaccurate statements and heavy 
innuendo. 

In a garbled chapter, misleadingly 
entitled "Lavender City," Linedecker 
deals with the New Town section of 
Chicago, where a lot of openly gay 
people live. A few of Gacy's vic
tims were hustlers whom he picked up 
at one or another of the usual 
cruising spots in the city. 

But Linedecker points out that the 
motorists who patronize hustlers 

"were almost invariably middle-aged 
or older and lived in suburbia with 
wives and children or with parents, 
posing as sexually straight during 
the day and cruising the city streets 
at night once a week or so looking for 
young boys. Avowed homosexuals with 
nothing to hide had their own friends 
and frequented their ovm bars." 

All right, then why the detailed 
descriptions of "Gay Town?" Why the 
lurid title for a chapter that gives 
10 pages to New Town and 20 pages to 
the Good Luck Lounge, a straight bar 
in another part of the city? And why 
include two pictures of the 1979 
Gay Rights Parade in the photo section 
of the book? 

Hodgepodge 

This hodgepodge of materials implies 
some association between gay lib and 
John Gacy. Several suggestive 
comments further the erroneous 
implications: "Annually in June, a 
phalanx of grim-faced motorcycle 
policemen are drafted to lead the 
annual gay rights parade ... " 

Ignoring the redundancy of an annual 
parade that takes place annually, let 
me point out, first of all, that Line
decker consistently gets the name of 
the parade wrong. It's a Gay Pride 
Parade--that's its official name. A 
trivial mistake? Maybe not. Being 
pr0ud of one's gayness is an issue 
that the author steadfastly ducks. If 
Gacy had had a little gay pride, who 

other books 

gay ~ife in their towns. My only 
reservation is that White seems bent 
on finding a "gay sensibility" and 
comes up with a less diverse gallery 
of portraits than I think exists. 

Avon has just printed the script of 
Bent ($2.50), the current Broadway 
success about the Nazi persecution of 
gay males. From all reports, Martin 
Sherman's play is a stunning piece of 
theater. 

Fiction 
--Rushes, by John Rechy, fr_om Grove 
Press for $10. The question of why 
gay men dress in supermasculine 
clothes and are drawn into 
sadomasochistic practices is perhaps 
the most important political issue 
confronting gay males today. John 
Rechy's novel may be the only full
length work to deal with this issue 
head-on. Rechy has always written 
about what some would call the seamier 
side of gay life--hustlers, public 
sexhunts, S&M--and his observations 
of the gay leather scene in Rushes is 
thorough and astute. Rechy is both 
attracted and repulsed by the world 
he's depicting. His analysis of gay 
S&M--that it is a product of in 
internalized hatred--has drawn a lot 
of flack from the defenders of S&M, 
but no one has faulted the accuracy 
of his picture. 

--Cold Hands, by Joseph Pintauro, 
from Simon and Schuster for $10.95. 
This is a frustrating book. The 
characterization is often vivid and 
the writing is often lively. But the 
account of two cousins (Cello and 
Tato) and their love for each other 
is frequently unbelievable and finally 
an exercise in futility. It's a story 
of desire and denial--Tato's desire 
and Cello's denial. Unfortunately, 

we get the story from Cello's point 
of view. Tato has at least accepted 
his homosexuality to some extent (if 
not totally); I would have much · 
rather heard his side of the story. 
At the novel's end I was angered that 
the author had wasted my time and his 
considerable talent on another tale 
of unhappy gay love, 

--~ above ~ Head, by James 
Baldwln, from Dial Press for $12.95. 
The story of Arthur Montana, gospel 
singer turned superstar, dead of a 
cerebral hemorrhage before he's 40, 
is told by Arthur 1 s brother. 
Actually the plot is a great deal more 
complicated than any summary can 
indicate, but Arthur's struggle with 
fame and his love affair with Jimmy 
are the major portions that will 
interest gay readers. Baldwin can 
still write the best male-male love 
scenes in modern literature--they are 
long, loving, and lovingly described, 
tender, personal, and passionate. The 
complete novel (599 pages long) is a 
bit of a chore, but I thought it 
worth the time •• 

--Ferdydurke 

Wouldn't 
this be easier 

in the bedroom? 

knows? Maybe he wouldn't have become 
a monster who was so ashamed of his 
sexuality that he murdered the young 
sex partners who threatened to reveal 
and/or blackmail him. That's an anal
ysis that never occurs to Mr. Line
decker. 

So what? 
And the cops who lead the Gay Pride 
Parade are in cars, not on motorcycles. 
You can't see if they're "grim-
faced" or not. But I have seen lots 
of Chicago police chatting amiably 
with the gay spectators along the 
parade route. Then why does Line
decker describe them as "grim-faced" 
and say they have to be "drafted"? 
Is he implying that the cops disapprove 
of gay rights? So what? 

The answers to these questions become 
clear later when the author claims 
that a permissive legal climate, ·one 
which tolerates gay liberation, makes 
it difficult for law enforcers to 
prosecute sex crimes: "There is so 
much concern for the civil liberties 
of sex criminals that it is almost 
illegal to try to protect women or 
children from them." 

But in coming to this conclusion, 
Linedecker ignores his own observa
tions about the investigation of the 
Gacy case. He points out that on more 
than one occasion police were led to 
the house on Summerdale and that they 
failed to follow through on the 
leads given to them, not even bother
ing to check the computers to deter
mine if there was an arr·est record 
on John Wayne Gacy. 

Ignored gays 
Other evidence indicates that it was 
anti-gay attitudes on the part of the 
police, not concern for the civil 
liberties of anyone, that allowed 
Gacy to go undetected. One of the 
victims who escaped with his life, 
Jeff Rignall, testified at Gacy's 
trial about the indifference he en
countered from police when he re
ported his abduction and rape by 
Gacy: "They asked me if I were gay. 
I was honest with them and said yes. 
From that point on, I got almost no 
cooperation .... ! was just another 
butt-fuck." Another witness, Robert 
Donnelly, described a similar abduc
tion and rape and similar police 
indifference. 

'· 

If police had been more attentive, as 
many as five of the murders might 
have never happened, a fact that Line
decker admits. 

Deep down, however, the author senses 
that he can't really pin Gacy's 
crimes on gay liberation. He observes 
in his epilogue that "The boys and 
young men who died ... were the victims 
of a sadist and pederast who happened 
to be homosexual." 

Off the hook 
But Linedecker won't go any further. 
He can't (or won't) even think about 
what "being homosexual" meant to 
somebody like John Gacy. He doesn't 
understand that it was homosexual 
panic, not homosexual lust, that 
pushed Gacy to violence. 

Furthermore, Linedecker refuses to 
examine the part Gacy's Catholic 
upbringing played in shaping his homo
sexual feelings. He rails to ex
plore how Gacy's early encounters 
with a repressive legal system may 
have affected his desire to screw 
"underage" males. 

In short, The Man Who Killed Boys 
lets straight Amerika off the 
hook. The guilt and fear that 
Amerika's churches and laws lay on 
homosexuals and homosexuality are 
never indicted. Church-guilt and 
state-fear created the monster known 
as John Gacy, but straight Amerikans 
~on't want to hear that message. They 
Just want to cluck their tongues 
and grab a few more souvenir bricks. 
This book will suit them just fine .• 

--Ferdydurke 



Keep our eight toed friends in flight 
They're called Rock doves, descendants 
of the wild Rock dove of Europe. In 
America, they're better known as pig
eons. Their natural habitat is high 
cliffs, rocky bluffs, and stone form
ations. 

But piceons are very adaptable birds. 
1hey seem to find city life very 
comfortable, and they flock to hi[h 
buildincs and around vacated warehouses. 

Althou[h the pi[eons find the city 
compatible, the city isn't so happy 
about the pireons. ;,,any people find 
the nestinc and roostinc habits of 
pireons offensive and dirty. 

So cities--and city dwellers--are out 
to ~et the pireons. 

Here in Bloomin1ton, downtown merchants 
and the McLean ~ounty Buildinf and 
ZoninL board have teamed up to dis
courare the pireon population. 

The I1;cLean County Board, which is re
sponsible for up-keep on county 
buildin[s, set out to alleviate the 
situation. Their [Oal was to discour
ace the Pileons without injuring or 
poisonin[ them. The solution they 
came up with was the "Hot Foot" 
approach: install a caulkin€ on 
buildint ledges to burn the feet of 
the pi[eons. Hopefully, that would 
solve the problem. The pireons would 
be driven away from downtown buildin[s, 
and Bloomington's human population 
would no longer be bothered by these 
"undesirable" birds. 

Then why am l seeing all these pifeons 
stau-.erin[ down the street? Why are 
there sick-lookine birds around? Why 
are there dead, decayed pigeons lyin~ 
in the streets with undifested corn 
pellets in their craws? 

Unditested corn in their craws? 
Could it be poisoned corn? Isn't that 
unlawful? 

I want a 12-issue subscription to 
the Post-Amerikan! I'm sending 
$J.OO. 
Name ______ ~-------------------------
Address~~--~------------------
City, State, Z~P------~----------
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(for only $4 more, you can get a 
T-shirt too) 

Well, I found out that it depends on 
who you talk to. The McLean County 
Board said that it's not really clear. 
For ''humanitarian" reasons, and poss
ible protests from bird-watching 
groups, the County Board decided to 
use other, non-harmful methods of 
dealing with the Piteons. 

Above: One of the trays of poison 
corn located on the rooftop 
of Rolands. 

The Bloomincton Police Department said 
poison corn is unlawful. "Do you know 
someone who's practicinG this poison
in(c?" ill ell, no, but l had some ideas. 

So l attached myself to a skylift (an 
imarinary skyhook) and combed the 
rooftops of downtown Bloominrton. 1 
spotted some suspicious looking trays 
on the top of Roland's. So I checked 
it out. 

1 went to ask Roland's how they dealt 
with their pir:eon "problem." The · 
maintenance man gave a clear response: 
"ivell, we use poison corn." 

~ow it's possible that other merchants 
are also practicinr this kind of 
pigeon control, but Roland's seems to 

SEND YOUR MONEY TOa 
POST-AMERlKAN 
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have no pireon problem and their trays 
seem to be replenished often. 

l s there an alternative to poison corr, 
that Roland's could use? Yes, there 
is. Relocation of the pi[eons is 
possible, with the use of relocation 
traps. But more time and money would 
be involved with this method. It's 
easier to use poison corn. 

Too bad. Piceons look so much more 
rraceful in flifht that they do 
stac~erin[ around the streets of 
Bloominrton .• 

--lvlichael 
with assistance from l .. 1. 
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